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more I prayed, the more clearly I ſaw it 
was real. For though ſin ſtirred all the day 


long, I always overcame It in the name of 


che Lord. 


7. In the evening 1 read the experiences 
of ſome of God's children, and found mine 


agreed with theirs. Hereby my faith was 


Rrengthened, and my hope conſiderably in- 
creaſed: I intreated the Lord, to deal with 
his ſervant according to his mercy, 

all the glory to himſelf. 1 prayed carneſtly, | 
and was perſuaded, I ſhould have peace 


with God and dominion over fin : not 
doubting but the full aſſurance alſo would 


be given in God's good time. I continued 
calling on him for an increaſe of faith, (for 
ſtill I had ſome fear of being in a delufion.) 
And having continued my ſupplication, till 


near one in the morning, I opened my Bible 


on thoſe words, Caſt thy burden on e 
Lord, and he ſhall fu Main thee. He will nor 


 foffer the righteous to be moved.” Filled with 


Joy, I fell upon my knees, to beg of G _ 1 4; 
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and I thought I ſaw myſelf conqueror over 
Re hel and all manner of affliction. = 


8. With this comfortable oremile I ſhut 
up my Bible, being now perfectly ſatisfied. 
As-I fhut it, I caſt my eyes on that word, 
Whatſozver ye fhall aſt in my name I will 
40 it. So having aſked grace of God to 
ſerve him till death, I went 3 to 
bed. | 
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9. 80 far we have Mr. Fleicher's own ac- 
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Hunt, under his own hand. From this 
"time be had the witneſs in himſe If he knew 
that he had redemption. through the blood of 
* Chriſt, even the forgiveneſs of ſins. But he 
Kill. continued pleading with the Lord, to 
take. a fuller poſſeſſion of his heart : e till one 
day, as he was in earneſt prayer, lying proſ- 
trate on his face beſore God, he ſaw, as it 
Vere, our bleſſed Lord, hanging and bleed- 
iog on the croſs. And at the ſame time 
thoſe words were ſpoken with P 0 his a 
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Seized by the rage of ſinful men 
I ſee him bound, and bruiſed and ſlain: 
Tis done! | The martyr dies! + 
His life, to ranſom outs is given: © RN 
And lo! the fierceſt fire of heaven 
Conſumes the ſacrifice. | * 
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He ſuffers both from men and Goat: x 
He bears the univerſal load . 


Of guilt and miſery! 4. W . 
He ſuffers to reverſe our * 23 9 >, 
And lo! my Lord i 18 here become 

The bread of life to mel. 


x believe this was In January, 17 82 
in the ſecond year after he removed to Tern. > 
Now all his bonds were broken : he breathed 1 9 
a purer air, and was able to ſay with ch? 
fidence, The 1 ife JI now live, I toe by | faith. 3 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gar 
him: If for me. By means of this faith, fin 
was under his feet. Knowing in-whom he 1 
had believed, he could continually triumph = =Y 
in the Lord, and pa the God of his " . 

; ſalvation. „ 
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cloſely followed his Maſter, denying himfelf, © 
and taking up his croſs daily. And thinking 
he had not leiſure in the day for the great 
work which he had in hand, he made it an 
invariable rule, to fit up two whole nights in 
a week. Theſe he dedicated to reading, 
meditation, and prayer, in order to enter 
more deeply into that communion with the 
Father and the Son, which was the delight 
of his ſoul. Mean time he lived entirely on 
vegetable food, and for ſome time on bread = 
with milk and water. None can doubt if 
_ theſe auſterities were well intended. But 
__ it ſeems they were not well judged. It is 
. probable, they gave the firſt wound to an 
. excellent conſtitution, and laid the founda- 
tion of many infirmities, which nothing but 
Death could cure. 4 | 
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JT was not 1 ies be 1 himſelf 
taſted the powers of the world to come, 
chat he was prelt in ſpirit, td exhort others 
to ſeek after the ſame/bleffing: And be Was 
the more ſtrongly excited to this, by ſeeing - 
the world all around him Hing in wickedneſs.” 

| Being deeply ſenſible of the goodneſs of 1 
God on the one hand, and the miſery 8 = 
Mankind. « ON the other, he unk an r W 
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To ſnatch them fr om the verge of hell,” 


This he began to 5 8 considerable t ne. 
before he was admitted i into Holy Orders. 
And even his firſt labours of love were far | 
from being in vain. For chough he was by 5 ; 8 
no means perfect in the Engli Uh tongue, . — 
; particularly with regard to the pronuncia- e 
As ton of it; ' yet the carviſtneſs with which . To . 4 
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he hoke, (ſeldom to be found in - High FI 


Preachers) and the unſpeakably tender af - 
fection to poor, undone finners, which 


very few went empty away. 
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olds mma ices; till he undertook the 


don, during the ſitting of the Parliament, and. 


* men. _ Every. Sunday he attended: the 
Pariſh Church at Atcham. But when the 
ſervice was ended, inſtead 'of going home 


count which he Mr. Vaughan, {till living i in 


breathed in every word and geſture, drew , 
multitudes of people to hear him: and 
by the bleſſing of God, his word made ſo 


deep an impreſſion on their hearts, that 


dire& Care of Souls, he uſed to be in Lon- 


the reſt of the year at Tern-Hall (as it was 
then called) inſtruQing the young gentle- 


3 8 in the coach which was always ready, he 
ES, uſually took a ſolitary walk by. the Severn _ 
1 5 ; 4 fide; and ſpent ſome time in meditation 
1 and prayer. A pious domeſtic of Mr. Hills, 
having frequently obſerved him, one Sun- 
day deſired leave to walk with him, which 
he conſtantly did from that time. The ac- 


Lo! uh gives of Mr. Flelcher, i is as 2 


( 

It was our ordinary cuſtom, when the 
- Church ſervice was over, to retire into the 
moſt lonely fields or meadows; where we: 
frequently either kneeled down, or proſtrated 
ourſelves upon the ground. At thoſe happy 
ſeaſons. I was. a witneſs of ſuch. pleadings; 
and wreſtlings with God, ſuch exerciſes of 
faith and love, as I have not known in any: 
one ever fince. The conſolations which we 
then received from Cod, induced us to. ap- 
point two or three nights in a week, when 
we duly met, aſter his pupils were afleep. 
We met alſo conſtantly on Sunday, between 
four and five in the morning. Sometimes Þ 
ſtepped. into his ſtudy on other days. IL. 
rarely ſaw any book before him, beſides the 
Bible and the Chriſtian. Pattern. And. he 
was ſeldom in- any other. company, unleſs. 
when neceſſary buſineſs required, Mak 

- what of the enn Writer of this paper.” 


3. When he was in the country, he uſed. 

to viſit an Officer of Exciſe, at Aicham, to 
1 be inſtrufted in finging. On my deſiring 
him to give me ſome account of what he 


bleed concerning Mr. Fletcl 5 ; | 


oe anſwered/ £ 
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. 8 thus 2 As to that man ef God? 3 
Mix. Fletcher, it is ; but little that 1 remember 
of him; it being above nine and twenty 
years, ſince the laſt time I ſaw him. But 
this I well remember, his converſation with 
me was always ſweet and ſavoury. He was 
too wiſe to ſuffer any of his precious mo- 
ments 10 be trifled away. When there was 
company to dine at Mr. Hill's, he frequently 
retired into the garden, and contentedly 
dined. on a piece of bread, and a few 
bunches of currants. Indeed, in his whole 


= manner of living, he was a pattern of ab- 
2 ſtemiouſneſs. Mean time, how great was 
1 his ſweetneſs of temper and heavenly- mind- 

1 re I never ſaw it , equalled in any 
onk. ! How oſten, when I parted with him 
2 Tern-Halh; have his eyes and hands been 

Wo lifted up to heaven, to implore a bleſſing Bo 
1 . upon me, with fervour and devoutneſs un- 9 
5 7 alice by any I ever ſaw! I. firmly | 


4 believe, he has not leſt in this land, or. | 
M kee in any other, one luminary like : 


3H * Wifelf, 4 conclude, wiſhing 25 Light 4 
WM th e gehen, thereof, and be cansformed is BY 
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its likeneſs. May you and 1, and all that 


love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be partakers of + 


that holineſs, which was ſo conſpicuous in in 
him Io 


4. © Our interviews for ſinging and con- 
verſation (continues Mr, Vaughan, who was 
often preſent on theſe occaſions) were ſel- 
dom concluded without prayer. In which 
we were frequently joined by her that is 
now my wife (then a ſervant in the family:) 
as likewiſe by a poor widow in the village, 
who had alſo known the power of God 
unto ſalvation, and who died ſome years | 
ſince,. praiſing God with her lateſt breath. 
Theſe were the only perſons in the country, 
whom he choſe for his familiar friends. But 
he ſometimes walked over to Shrewſbury, 
to ſee Mrs. Glynne, or Mr. Appleton : (who 

likewiſe now reſts from his labours, after 
having many years adorned the goſpel.) He 
alſo vifited any of the poor in the neigh- 
bourbood, that were upon a ſick-bed. And 
when no other perſon could be procured, 

performed. even the meaneſt offices for | 
Hem,” PASTE 


ET: 3 (9) 
5. It was. in the year 17 37, that he was 
|; \ 4 ae both Deacon and Prieſt. He was 
* ordained: at M/iiichall: and the ſame day, 
being informed, that I had no one to aſſiſt 
me at t Street Chappel, he came away as 
| ſoon as ever the Ordination was over, and 
 Albſted me in the adminiſtration of the 


gent in preaching, not only in che Chappels 
dt W e}t- Street and Spitalfields, but wherever 
- the Providence of God opened a door to 
= the everlaſling Goſpel. This he 
requentiy did, not only in Engl N, but 


2 4 adullerers and adulier efſes, know ye not, that 
5 the freend/hip. of this world is enmaly againſt 


> Ga? The; Congregation ſtood amazed, 


© \ q i 3 


23 72.7 and gazed upon him, as if he had been a 


monſter, But to me he appeared a as a Mef- 
——_ nger ſent from heaven.” e 


Lord $ Supper. He was now doubly Als. 


EF " HRW Ukewiſe 1 in F. rench, his native language : : of 
Io - which he was allowed by all competent 
1 Judges to be a compleat Maſter. 

E 8 6. 6: The firſt time, fays Mr. 3 
4 . be preached i in the country, was at Alcham- 
3 Church, on June 19, 1757. His text was, 
3 James iv. 4. (a very bold beginning ) Ye 
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7. It was not ſon, that be was invite 
again to preach in Alcham- Church. But he 
was invited to preach in ſeveral other 
Churches in the neighbourhood. He was firſt 
invited to preach at Wroxeter, and after- 
wards, at the Abby Church in Shrewſbury. 
But not being yet perfett in the Engliſſi 
tongue, he wrote down all the ſermons he 
preached in Churches. But I doubt whe- 
ther he preached above fix times in the ſix 
months while he ſtayed in the country. Om — 
my telling him, I wiſhed he had more op- 1 
portunities of preaching in this unenlightened © _ Þ 
part of the land, he anfwered, The willo ©. 
God be done: I am in his hands. And if =” 
he does not call me to ſo much public duty, : 

I have. the more time for n proper: and 


praiſe.” _ Le poly i ee 3 
8. Is the year 2758, ene were many 5 by 
French priſoners on their parole at Tun- © 
bridge. Being defired to preach to them in : ; 4 
their own language, he readily complied. _ 
Many of them appeared to be deeply affeQ-, „ 
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reach to them every Lord's-day. But 
fome adviſed them, firſt to preſent a petition 
to the Biſhop of London for leave. They 
did ſo: and (who would believe it?) the 
good Biſhop peremptorily rejected their 
petition ! If I had known this at the time, 
| King George ſhould have known it: and I 
believe he would have given the Biſhop 
little thanks. An odd incident followed. 
A few months aſter, the Biſhop died of a 
cancer in his mouth. Perbaps ſome may 
think, this was a juſt retribution, for ſilen- 
eing Tuch a Prophet, on ſuch an occaſion! 
I am not aſhamed to acknowledge. this is 
my own ſentiment: and I do not think it 
any breach of charity to ſuppoſe. - that an 
A cd) ion ſo unworthy a Chriſtian Biſhop, had 
_ == its „ in this world. 


. When he retur: ed from London in 
the ſame year, be was more frequently 
invited to preach, in ſeveral of the neigh- 
s bouring Churches. And before his quitting 


1 _ athe country. he gave» me a few printed | 
7 papers, emiled. 4 Chriſtmas- box for 
J urney men and Appi entices.” 1 mention 
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ondon to Tern- Hall. And being now Tels 


juently. called to x ublic dut ty, he enj 
iis. beloved retirement, | 


3 giving, himſelf” N ) 


ks 


ing NAT with God. Indeed 


life Was now, : a of prayer 


7 5 55 was | is mind fi 
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s to. aſſiſt, at other times 
to > perform the whole ſervice for, Mr. 
| Chambers, then Vicar of Madeley. On well | 
= | occaſions it was, that he contraſted ſuch. an 
affeftion for the people. of Madeley, as 

nothing could hinder from increaſing more 
all more to the day of his death. While 
the officiated at Madeley, as he ſtill lived at 
| the, Eten miles diſtant from it, A groom 
—. ordered to get a a horſe ready for bim, 
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1 every. Sunday morning. But ſo great was 
=. ha averſion, for giving trouble to any one, 


DAE , 


55 5 that Ft the groom. did not wake at the e 


3 5 " he ſeldom. would ſul er him to be. called; i 


1 5 bot pre ared' the horſe for himſelf. 5 
3 1. 


* 2. In anfvet to ſome queries eis 
1 bim. 'a Gendeman who was intimately, ac- 
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him only two or three years: but our in- 


timacy was great. And perhaps I. may 


be able to preſent you with ſome ee 
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3 his deſire, in the year 1760. And 
2 the beginning, he was 4 laborious 
Workman 3 in his Lord's vineyard. At his 
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could not awake early enough, to get their 
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Sunday at five in the morning, and went 
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labour: inſomuch that he. was more than 


once in doubt, whether he had not miſtaken: 


his place ? whether God had indeed. called. 


him, to confine himſelf to one town, or to; 


labour more at large in his vineyard:? He. 
was not free from this doubt, when. a mul» 
titude of people flocked together at a funeral. 


He ſeldom let theſe awful opportunities ſlip: 


without giving a ſolemn exhortation. At. 


the cloſe of the exhortation which was: then 


given, one man was ſo grievouſſy offended. : 


= like a child. Not long aſter he came 
to Mr. Hetcher in the moſt humble manner; 
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as uſual. But juſt then notice was brought 
(which-ſhould have been given before) that 
z child was to be buried: His waiting til 
the child Was brought, prevented his going 

to the Wood. And herein the Providence 

of God appeared. For at this very time; 
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God, nor regarded men, were baiting a bulk 
juſt by the Preaching-houſe. And having 
had plenty of drink, ny had all agreed, as. 
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of them were appointed io pull him off bi- 

horſe, and the reſt, to ſet the dogs upon 

him. One of theſe very men alter * ard 

eobſelſed; that he was with them ” when this 
agreement was: made: and that afterwards, | 
whilethey were in the moſt horrid manner; 

ceurſing and fwearing at their diſappointment; 
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"Hine times a week, beginning at five in the 
is for viſiting the beck, this was 


| morning. 
8. work for which he was always ready i: if 
be heard the knocker in the coldeſt winter 
. Tight, his window: was thrown.' open in 4 
Y moment. . And when he underſtood, either 
5 ſome one was hurt in the pit, or that a 
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1638 But in one reſpett Mr. Fletcher has 
Nemikurty been blamed ; namely for de- 
ſerting a place where God had eminently 
owned him. I mean Trevecka in Wales. 1 
believe it is therefore my bounden duty, to 
clear yp the whole affair. And I cannot 
do this better, than by tranſcribing mne 
fubſtance of an account which J have re- 
ceived from Mr. Benſon, i in anſwer to Wy 
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eee when I was at Kingswood; 1 
think in the year 1768. As he no- and 
then made a ſhort-excurſion from Madeley, 
to Bath or Briſtol, in one of thoſe excurſions 
we invited him to give us a ſermon at Kings- 
wood, He was peculiarly aſſiſted while he 
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Rreaked with white. And as to himſelf, 

his zealous ſoul had been carried out ſo fa 
beyond his firength, that when he concluded, 5 
he put off a ſhirt which was as wet as if it 
had been dipped in water. But this was 
nothing ſtrange: whenever he preached, F 

was generally the caſe. From this time I, 
conceived a particular eſteem for him, 

_ chiefly on account of his Piety: and wiſhed 

much for a greater intimacy with, him; ” 0 
* which I ſoon after obtained. 6 
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in je in order to educate; pious. young 

„of whatever denomination, forthe 
Mir. She propoſed to admit only ſuch 
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Church! of England, or among Proeltalits . 
of. any other denomination. From the 
high opinion which the Counteſs had of 
Mr. Fletther's Piety, Learning, and Abi- 
lities for ſuch an Office, ſhe invited him to 
underigke the direction of that Seminary. 
Not that he could promiſe to he chiefly re- 
ident there; much lefs- conſtantly. His 
duty to his on: flock at Madeley, would by 
no means admit of this. But he was to 
ayend as often as he conveniently could 

to give advice, with regard to the appoint- 
ment of Maſters, the admiſſion or - excluſion 
of Students; to overſee their ſtudies and 
conduct: to aſſiſt their piety, and judge 
of their qualifications ors ma Work" of "the | 
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poſſible for me to deſcribe, the veneration i | | 0 
in which we all held him. Like Eliial in Hel 
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you think I exceed. heart kindles 2s 

' while I write. Here it was that 1 faw, ſhall - * 8 4 

1 ſay, an angel in human fleſh 1 ſhould | © 
not far A the truth if 1 laid SO: Brit . 5 > 
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# | though by. the. bod al 
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Mid with Chriſt in God. Prayer, praiſe, ' 
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could bear to kneel no longer. This was 


And 1 have ſametimes ſeen him os theſe 
par ey once in deere. > filled wick 


4 
* 
1 
* : 
. 
2 
4 3; 
0 
RT 5 =" 


+. } 
. W 
Bog 
* 
> 
x 
? 
* 
® 
x 


a 
5 7 


E 


would have enlarged che 
p ſuffered it to break, that the 


> ,. Thy own fulneſs to require, T7 | 


£3 $38 ane And compreheud the whole ! b l 


ER. Es ons 


WO 2 4. 5 f , & TEES 
8 22 ö mM Þ,3 N g 
ones G —_ : E. & ; WW 
* E : * » 2 . * 
E- 5 * : LY * ” . : * 
X f Me 8 * : * . L 
3 _ 
- - 
* 1 „ 5 
1 1 F "+ : 1 
o 2 % * — 
> £ 8 FS 
* 8 2 ＋ * * + n © N - 
HE INT dn 'S IE = 
$3 q hd. ” x 
* . 8 27. W » \ 
A 8 , = 
* Sn. N 
4 F * 8 8 - EB NY „ 3 i 
i CR. = 2 x3 1 
* % + _ aw * 
. 2 IT 
To.” ; : Fea. ” : 
- 5 5 2 ? 3 WO — , 
IIA RIS * ; 
yo : Foot” 8 1 6 8 * 
N as ; p 5 by . 
A * 1 
> 
a: * 
, * 
1 8 
2 * * 
1 ” * 
8 Se 


once or twice, hut many times. 


1 And open, Lord, my foul, „ 


75 
e 


» 


* 
* 


27 


* 


* 


* 

os : 

"Way, * 
% 


- 1 £ } c 1 ki —'2k Jae 
. E . + y 7 
: d 2 ; * * 0 0 0 
% — . _ 5 © x, : 
2 * c * 2 . 7 x 
I 42% 4 92 5 - "© wet f 
1 * 8 . 15 * © # : ” : . 6 ; < 
& ” > þ 


Steetch my ſaith's capacity [492 
Wider, and yet wider ſtill: 33 3 
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11. Such was the ordinary employment 
5 this man of God, while he remained at 
Trevecla. He preached the word of life 
ee en and e and as . 
— Lees duty, 
miniſtring ſome needful comfort, or retail 

_ me uſeful anecdote, or making ſome 5 : 
fitable remark ' or obſervation b upon . 
thing that occurred. And his devout foul; 

15 aways burning with love and zeal, led bim 
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ax if in the preſence of an angel or de 
parted ſpirit. Indeed I frequently thought, 
| while attending to his heavenly diſcourſe | 
and divine ſpirit, that he was ſo different 
from, and- W e 1! to the generality of 

mankind, as | to look more like Moſes or 
Elijah, or . Prophet, or Apoſtle come 
again from the dead, than 'a mortal man, 
| dwelling in a houſe of clay. It is true, his 
weak and long-afflited body proclaimed 
him to be human. But the graces which {6 _ 
_ eminently filled and adorned his ſoul, mani- 
. felted him to be divine. And long before 
" his happy ſpirit returned to God that gave 
it, that which was human ſeemed in a Br: 
meaſure to be ſwallowed up 2. O0 

a loſs did Trevecka ſuſtain! what an irrep 
, when he left it! 24 
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was fo perfectly well qualified ? which he: 
 exetated fo entirely | to the ſatisfactio n of all 
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maniſeſt a bleſſing to his ee 9 Pethaps 
it would be better, in tenderneſs to ſome 
perſons, eminent. for piety | and uſefulneſs, 
to let that matter remain. (till under tha 
| veil, which forgiving. love has, caſt over it. 
But if it be thought that juſtice to his 
charakter, and to the cauſe which from that 
time he ſo warmly. eſpouſed and fo ably * 
| defended, requires ſome: light to be caſt 
upon it, it may be the moſt inoffenſive- 


way, to dai it in. his own words. 1 : 


Fl It it be proper to. obſerve. hers," for 
*s better underſtanding. of the following * 
leiter, that ſometime before Mr. Fletchen 
. quittech Trevecha, Mr. Benſon had. been diſ- 
charged ſrom his office chere: not for an 
defect of learning or piety, or any fault 
found with his behaviour: but wholly and 
© olely,,. becauſe he cd not beheve . the: 
e of eee 
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me; in coafchchee of my diſnifion from 
the office I had been in. Fl > 


5 ee 7, 7e. | 
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HE The ſame poſt brought 1 me yours, Ws | 
two from my Lady, and one from. Mr. 


Williams, {the new Maſter. Thoſe con- 


tained no charges, but general ones, which | 
with me go for nothing. If the procedure 


you mention is fact, and your letter is a 


-fair account of the tranſatiion and words 
relative to your diſcharge, a falſe ſtep has 


been taken. Irite this: poſt to her. Lady 


: ſhip on the affair, with all poſſible plainneſs, 
If the plan of the: College 3 is Overthrown, I 
have nothing more to + to it. I will 
keep to my text, for one: I truſt 1 ſhall” 
ever be a ſervant of all: the confined” tos LE 
of any one party, L never was, and. never” 
will be, If the blow that ſhould have. been 5 
ſtruck at the dead ſhurit, is ſtruck (contrarñ 
ta the granted Liberty of Sentiment) at. dead | 
Arminius, or abſent Mr. We Hey If a. Maſtep . 
; 80 0 iN ene an. baute t 
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14. The blowing e are tranſ- 


| hed from Mr. rr letter, to my 
Lady. ä CA 15 


« Mr. Benſon made a very juſt defence 
when he ſaid, He did hold with me the 
poſſibility of Salvation for all men. If this 
is what you call Mr. Wefley's Opinion and 


Arminianiſm, and if every Arminian 
muſt quit the College,” I am actually diſ- 
charged. For in my preſent view of things, 


Imuſt hold that ſentiment, if 1 believe hat | 


| an 1s true, and ee, each 


- 
SVs 


$ +. I 


N Formp part, I am no party-man. In 


the Lord I am your ſervant, and that of 
your every Student. But I cannot give 


up the honour of being connefted withmy 


- _ _ old friends, who notwithſtanding their | 
ailings, are entitled to my reſpett, gratis B 
BE tude and affection. Mr. We efley Mall always. Mp 
— be ee 3 and I ſhall ladly - 
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bear my teſtimony, in his' as ; well as Mr. 


Whitefield's: If you forbid. your Students 
to preach for the one, and offer them 40 


preach for the other: and if a Maſter is 
diſcarded for believing, that Chriſt died for 
all : then Prejudice reigns ; : Charity is 
eruelly wounded; and ee _— 
e triumphs.” hk "xy: 
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ys 0 Two days after, continues 5a 


Benſon; he writes, I am determined to; 
ſtand or fall with the liberty of the Colleges 


As I entered it a free place, I muſt quit hy 
the moment it is an harbour ſor Par = 
ſpirie.,. | errant Boi rotiana wo Hall + 85 
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hie he was * en to do; 


as appears from the <a Wart; * 


Aae een aſter. Los "0p 
_ © My dear Friend, SS 


2 o « Ori my arrival at the college, 1 ink 


. all very quiet, I fear through the Eneniy's x 
- keeping his goods in peace. While 1 | 
preached the next day I found myſelf as ; 


much ſhackled as ever 3 Was in my He. 


Sg after move prayer, 1 concluded L CE, 


vas not ir place. f ſame day, 1 


: my office to my Lady, and 
on Wednelday,- to the Students and the 99 
; [viz. of the year 1770.Þ They were: 


horrible and abominable. My Lady told me, 
| "She" muſt burn' againſt them: and chat 
=. | whoever did r not fully diſavow them muff 
che College.” She accordingly ordered 
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_ me : Maſter and all the Students to write 
their r Entimehts! pon n chem without re ferve, 
EL Lei ſo: 
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= concluded by obſerning; Pbat as aber fuck 
_ a ſtep on my part, and. 
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- 16, © Theſe were his reaſons for re- 


ſigning his charge at Thevecka; As the 
Circular Letter now went abroad, under the 
name of Mr. ;Sharley, inviting the [Clergy 
of all denominations, to aſſemble in a body 
at Briſtol, to oppoſe you and the Preachers 
met in Conference, and oblige you to 
revoke the drtadſul herefies contained in 


thoſe Minutes: and as Mr. Flacher thought 


che Churches throughout Chriſtendom to 


be verging very faſt toward Antinomiag- : 


one he thought the propoſitions oon 


n-thoſe Minutes ought rather to be con- 


prin than revoked.. And as he Was now | 


retited· to his pariſh, he had more Leif 8 


for ſuch a work than before. 80 
much prayer and conſideration, he detez- 
mined to write in deſenee of them. In how 
able a manner he did this, I need "not an 
any chat have read thoſe ineo 
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nad made you too laviſh in your 
mendation of his writings: and that 
to read them, 1 ſhould 
abatements neceſſary to be made. 
ww. T have read them, I am far from 
have ſpoken extravagantly; 
that too nel Kan le. ſaid in 


the ſpirit; as well as | abilities of thi 
writer, that the guſhing tear could not be 
ing full teſt of my 
Heart: felt ſatisfaction. Perhaps ſome part 
f this pleaſure might ariſe finding 
my own: ſentiments ſo fully embraced by 
the Author. But ſure I am the 
wal | n aride, from finding thoſe be- 
rines ſo firmly eſta 
en with ſachjudgient,'clearneſs, and 
bod as are ſeldom, very ſeldom to de 
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who will not be convinced, muſt however 
approve, and wiſh, that their own doarines 


* may be wanne attended with be ſame 
0 50h 11:12 185 1 PTE: 2 


3 
«44 7 1 S Fe 


4 ”. How much a ho been on. 
ht the publication of that Circular Leiten 
This was the happy occaſion; of Mr. 
- Fletcher's writing thoſe “Checks to Anti- 
nomianiſm:“ in which one knows not. 
which to admire moſt, the furity of the 
language: (ſuch as ſcarce any n 

Vrote before) the ſlrength and clcarnęſs of 
the argument; or the m:ldneſs and kae 
of the ſpirit that breathes throughout tje 
whole. Inſomuch that I nothing wonder 
at a ſerious Clergyman, who being re- th) 1 
ſolved to live and die in his Own opinioh, 
when he was preſſed to read them, replied, 
* No, I will. never read Mr. Fletcher” 5 
Checks; : for if I did, I ſhould be * his 
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may at laft euiſh but fem a little opening? 


What are our dear L---'s jealeuſies come 


| to? Ah poor College! Their conduQ, 


among other reaſons, has ſtirred me up to 
write-in defence of the Minutes. Methinks 


, J dream, when I reflect, I have wrote Con- 
troverſy !' The laſt ſubject 1 thought 1 


ſhould meddle with. I expe to be roughly 
handled on the account. , Lord, prepare 


me for E —_ thou calleſt me wel 7 
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Hm, Fro leaving A 10 his (going 40 5 


- Briſtol. | . 


ed over the College, in all weathers, 
And at all ſcaſons of the year, farther im- 
"Hired the firmneſs of his conſtitutiog. 
And in ſome of thoſe journies, he had 
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Frequent Journies he took to 
and from Trevecka, while he pre- 
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i not only difficulties, but dangers likewiſe 
do encounter. One day, as he was riding 


4 over a wooden bridge, juſt as he got to 

3 the middle thereof it broke in. The mares 
3 fore-legs funk into the river, but her breaſt - 
and hinder parts were kept up by the bridge. 

In that poſition ſhe lay, as ſtill as if ſhe had 
been dead, till he got over her neck, and 
took off his bags, in which were ſeveral 

manuſcripts, the ſpoiling of which would 

have occaſioned him much trouble. He 4 

then endeavoured to raiſe. her up; but 


ſhe would not Rtir, till he went over the N 
other part of the bridge. But no ſooner 1 
did he ſet his foot upon the ground, than 1 


ſhe began to plunge. Immediately the 0 
remaining part of the bridge broke down, - 
and funk with her into the river. 
5 preſently ſhe roſe up again, ſwam out, * N 
came to him. a 
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e wal this time, Mr. e 13 | 
e A to fee the inſide of a coal-pit, 
Mr. Fletcher went with him to the bottom 
: of a ene pit, which was ſuppoſed 1 
is LS F | 5 near 1 


EL. 2 
1 ear a mile under the ground. They re- 
turned out of it without any inconvenience. 
But the next day, while ſeveral Colliers 
were there, a damp took fire, which went 
off with a vaſt. er, and killed all the 


men that were in it. 
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LY th Aae 1775 I received from 
him the following letter. 
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Rev. and dear Sir, 


1 * va _ dere the Lord who has ſo wendertully | 
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Hood. by you hitherto, will preſerve you 
o ſee many of your ſheep, and me among 
rr fig enter into reſt. - Should Providence 
call you firſt, I ſhall do my beſt, by the 
Lord's aſſiſtance, to help your Brother 1 
er the wreck, and keep together thoſe | 
* 8 $5 Þ -who are not abſolutely bent to throw away | 
1 z the Methodiſt Doctrines and Diſcipline, as 
don as he that now letteth is removed out 
Se the way: Every help will then be ne- 
the I ſhall not be -backward- to 
Airow in my mite. In the mean time you 
Jometimes 1 need an nen to ſerve. lex. 
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and occafionally' to fill up a gap. Provis 
dence viſibly appointed me to that office 


many years ago. And though it no leſs - 
evidently called me hither, yet I have not 
been without doubt, eſpecially for ſome 
years paſt, whether it would not be ex- 
pedient, that I ſhould reſume my office as 


your Deacon; not with any view of pre- 
ſiding over the Methodiſts after vou; but 
to eaſe you a little in your old age, and to 
be in the way of recovering, perhaps doing 
more good. I have ſometimes thought, 


how ſhameful it was, that no Clergyman 
_ ſhould join you, to keep in the Church 


the work God has enabled you to carry on 


therein. And as the little eſtate I have in 
my own country is ſufficient for my main- 
tenance, I have thought I would one dax 

or other offer you and the Methodiſts mx 5 9 
free ſervice. While my love of retiremem 0 


made me linger, F was provider” 
to do forcerking i in Lady Huntingdon's Plan. 


But being ſhut out there, it appears to me, 
I am again called to my firſt work. Nets... 5 8 I 
- Yielels I world not leave this place, withonjt 
1 N Og "Sy. 


(&) 


| # a' fuller mip faſted that the time is quite 

come. Not that God uſes me much here, 
but I have not yet ſufficiently cleared my 
conſcience! from the blood of all men. 
Mean time I beg the Lord to guide me by 
bis counſel, and make me willing to go any 
where, or no pre to be any thing, or 
- nothing: | | 


Help — your prayers, rl you. can bleſs 
by word of mouth, 


„ | Rev. and dear . 
Your willing though unprofitable Servant 
135 in the Goſpel, ; 
Madeley, Feb. 6, | e Fe 
1 2 A 773. 45 8 N i þ = 1 
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25 eder fays 9 viſibly ap- 
een me to that office, many years ago.“ 
5 2 s it any wonder chow, that he ſhould now 

bei in doubt, vhether he did right in con- 
ning himſelf to one fpot ? The more I 


reſlect upon it, the more I am convinced, 


he had great reaſon to doubt of this. Ga 
can never belieys't it was the will of C 
BR. 4 | that 


4% A RA $ N 


— ; y »* 


1 Sd > 
f chatfuch a burning and ſhining light mould 


be hid under a buſhel. No: inſtead of 
being confined to a, country village, . it, 


ought to have "en in every corner of 


our land. He was full as much called to 


ſound an alarm through all the nation as, 
Mr. Whitefield himſelf. Nay abundantly 


more ſo: ſeeing | he was tar better qualified 
for that important work. He had a more 


| ſtriking perſon, equal good. breeding, an an 
equally winning addrefs : together with a 
richer flow of fancy, -a ſtronger under- 
ſanding : a far greater treaſure of learning, 


both in Languages, Philoſophy, Philology, 


and Divinity: and above all, (which 1 
can ſpeak with ſuller aſſurance, becauſe 1 | 
had a thorough knowledge both of one and 


the other) a more deep and conſtant com- 


munion with the Father, and with che Son, ; 
ue Chriſt. D + 
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pl ET « 


5. And 1 let not any one imagine, gg 


1 depreciate Mr. Whitefield, or under value 
the grace of God, and the extraordinary . 3 3 ; 
Ws which his great Maſter. vouchſafed - 
unto 


; 3 25 
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4 68 3 EL: 
unto "FO 1 believe he was bighty Fa 
voured of God: yea, that he was one of 
the moſt eminent Miniſters, that has ap- 
peared in Exgland, or perhaps in the world, 
during the preſent century. Yet I muſt 
own, I have known many fully equal to 
Mr. .Whitefield, both in holy tempers and 
holineſs' of converſation : but one equal 
herein to Mr. Fletcher, I have not known, 
no not 1 in a life hex fourſcore een 


# 


6. However Webs dick, at Teaft for 
the preſent, this narrow field of action, he 
woas more and more abundant in his mini- 
= ſterial labours, both in public and private ; 
= not contenting himſelf with preaching, but 
© - viſiting his flock in every corner of his 

- pariſh. And this work he attended to, carly 
and late, whether the weather was fair or 
{ __ goul; regarding neither heat nor cold, rain 
dor ſnow, whether he was on horſeback 
Ei on foot. But this farther weakened his 
Conſtitution; which was ftill more effec- 
: * tually done, by his intenſe and uninterrupted 
5 8 75 3 : in which he 2 continued 3 
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without ſcarce any intermiſſion, Wess 
fiſteen, or ſixteen hours a day. But ſtill he 
did not allow himſelf ſuch. food, as was 
neceſſary to ſuſtain nature. He ſeldom 
took any regular meals, except he had 
company: otherwiſe twice or thrice in four . 
and twenty hours, he ate ſome bread and 


cheele, or fruit. Inſtead of this, he. ſome _ 


times took a draught of milk, and then 
wrote on again. When one reproved him 
for not affording himſelf a ſufficiency. of : 
neceſſary food, he replied, © Not allow © 1 
myſelf food! Why our food ſeldom gehe 
"= houſekeeper and me together els chan . 

two MODE a week.. r © in BR 

5.5 On the cans: of TI 1774; (ay 8 5 : © | 
Mr. Vaughan, to whom we are indebted 
for ſeveral of the preceding anecdotes) he 
vrote to me thus. My brother has ſent 3 
me the rent of a little place 1 have abroad; _ 
eighty pounds, which I was to recei ie fem 
Mr. Chauvet and Company, in London. M 
_idſtead- of ſending the draught for the 


mon ney, x have nt it back to N, 


= Se , 


= : handed it to the King. One was imm 


4 70 ) 
with orders to diſtribute it among 5 poor. 


f As money is rather higher there than here; 


gat mite will go farther abroad than it 
"peg mh vn 


4 | 


8. To 1 in, hogs great a degree he 
Was diſengaged from ; „ 


* Wealth, honour, piesfure, or what elle 5 
Tzis beben, world could * 


Mr. Vaughan gives us another little memoir, 
which felt within his own knowledge. 
4 After he had publiſhed two or three ſmall 


political pieces, in reference to our conteſt 


with the Americans, I carried one of them 
(ys. he in a letter to me) to the Earl of 
Hi⸗ Lordſhip carried them to the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chancellor 


iately commiſſioned to aſk Mr. Fletc/ 10 ; 


5 « whether any preferment in the Church 


guld be acceptable? ? Or whether he (the 


5 Chancellor) could do him any ſervice? 
X's He 3 $71 want t dub more 
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9. In £776, he depoſited ich 58 M : 
bill of one hundred and five pounds; being 
(as I underſtood) the yearly produce of his 
eſtate in Switzerland. This was his fund 
for charitable uſes: but it laſted only a few 
months, before he drew upon me for * 
ballance, which was twenty four pounds, s 
compleat the Wann in ns 
Wood. * = 


10, In the fame year, bis health bellg 
more than ever impaired by a 'vislefit 
cough, accompanied with ſpitting of blodd 
.(of which I had had large experience my- 
ſelf.) Having frequently ſeen the ſurpriſing 
effects of conſtant exerciſe together with 
change of air: 1 told him, nothing was fo' 
- likely to reſtore his Health as à log 
1 Journey. I therefore propoſed bis taking 4 
A Journey « of ſome months with me "through? 15 


various parts of Englahd and Scotland: tel- 1 


ling him, When you are tired, or Hke it 5 
beſt, you may come into my carriage: But 
remember, that riding on horſeback, is the 


„ 48 


e 


; beſt of all exerciſes for ; Jou, ſo far as yours. a 


3 


1 t in a8 a ., SR, pad Sa _ very 
. accepted of the. propoſal. We 
hy ſet out (as: L am accuſtomed to do) early 


inthe Spring, and trayelled, by moderate 
Journies,. ſuited to bis ſtrength, which gra- 
qually increaſed, eleven or: twelve hun- 
dre miles. V hen we. returned to Londo: 
in the latter end of the year, he vas cop- 
ſiderably better. And 1 verily believe, if 
= he had travelled with me, partly in the 
1 chaiſe, and partly on horſeback, only a few 
= months longer, he would have quite re- 
me covered his health. But this thoſe about 
; bim would not permit: ſo being detained 


. in London, by. his kind, but injudicious 
friends, while I purſued my journies, his 
: 2 5 pitting of blood, with all the other ſymp- 


dome. returned, and rapidly increaſed, till 
the Phyſicians pronounced him to be far 
_ advanced in a nen mee e 
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bim tor remain in in London, on Dee. 16, 1 221 
"he | 
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Newington. Here he had the advice of the 
moſt eminent Phyſicians that London could 


afford. He was alſo ina good air, and had 


every convenience and every help which 


this * 1 me the * information, 


= to recollett ſome particulars of Mr. 


3s « When he erſt came, a was,” by Dr. 


Totlergil. 5 advice, under the ſtricteſt ob- 


ſervance of two things, Reſt and Silence. 
Theſe, together with a milk diet, were ſup- 


poſed to be the only probable means of 
his recovery. In conſequence of theſe © 
directions, he fpoke exceeding little. I N 
ever he {poke more than uſual; it did net 
fail to increaſe his ſpitting of blood; of 


which indeed he was feldom quite clear, 
: although 3 it was not violent. Therefore a 
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1 * b6reired to alia houfe of a friend; Mr. | 
I - Charles Greenwood (now with God) 40 Stokes - 


art could beſtow. One of the family, of 
whom I enquired concerning this part of 


129 Agreeabiy to your debre, I __ ” 


Aicher, Eg his __— at HOO 3 7 
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art of his time was ſpent. in being 


; zeal to. | But it was not poſlible to reſtrain 
him altogether. from ſpeaking. - The fire 
Which continually burned in his heart, 


many waters could not quench. It often 
;burſt out unawares. And then how did 
ve wonder (like thoſe who formerly heard 


his Lord) al the gracious words which pro- 
.ceeded out of his mouth ! He could nat have 


ſuſtained life, without ſometimes giving 


vent to his heart. No penance could have 


appeared fo ſevere a croſs to him, as to be 


debarred from ſpeaking of, or to God. His 


natural vivacity, with his intenſe love of 


Jeſus, continually impelled him to ſpeak. 
But on being reminded of his Rule, with a 


chearſul ſmile, he was all ſubmiffon; con- 
a ſenting by ſigns only, to ſtir up choſe N 


| him to Pray: and. Prai ſe 2 = 8 


Fg 
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5 Wh 1 hoe . ads Fu Flacher 
laſt Check to Antinomianiſm, and has had 


ES the privilege of obſerving his- ſpirit and 
Ls conduct, will not ſeruple to ſay, that he was 
* living comment on his own account of 
. Chriſtian 


« 4 x 3 
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Chriſtian Perſection. It is an alarming: 
word which our Lord ſpeaks:to the Angel 


of ble Church-of Sardis, I have not found thy. 
works perfet before God. But as far as man 
is able to judge, from the whole tenor of 


his behaviour, he did poſſeſs perfect hu- 
mility, perfect reſignation and perfett love. 


Suitable to this was the teſtimony concern- 


iS 


ing kim, which was given in Lady Hun- 


tingdon's Chappel at Briſtol, even by Mr.“ 


V. a Gentleman ſtrongiy attached to thoſe 


: opinions, which Mr. Fletcher thought 1 ich 
duty to oppoſe. I have enjoyed the pri- 
vilege of being ſeveral weeks under the | 
ſame roof with dear Mr2*Fletcher. And: 
during that time I have been greatly: 
edified by his perfect reſignation to the 


will of God, and by being a witneſs to his 


cxemplary conduct and unc e 3 
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faydurite ſubjed Was, 2 he promiſe of thei 


Faiter, ile S +6 Holy Gh3fe, : including 857 NES 
Gat aich peur bleſſing, of union witin 
uh rand the San, mentioned in that 
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Cm) 
prayer of our Lord, which is recorded in 
the ſeventeenth chapter of St. Zokn. Many 
were the ſparks of living fire, which occa- 
fonally darted forth on this beloved theme. 
We muſt not be content, ſaid he, to be 

only cleanſed ſrom fin : we muſt be filled 

with the Spirit.” One afking: him, What 


Vos to be experienced, in the full accom- 


pliſhment of the promiſe ? O, ſaid he, what 
mall T ay} All the ſweetneſs of the draw- 
ings of the Father; all the love of the Son; 
all the rich effuſions of peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, more than ever can be 
expreſſed, are comprehended here! To 
attam it, the Spirit maketh interceffion 
in the foul, * 2 God nr wth: 10 
God!” Half! 


SJ 


8 "gs" * 1 was in Wa moments 
_ of converſe, that we found in a particular 


manner, the reward which is annexed to 


| eee ___: he noo. 
a -e e sere, ral 
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4 
would dthichwiſe: have deen buticd in ever. 
| Laer þ obtivion. 0 
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One of thoſe tontabloable: elſes was, | 5 


In the beginning, ſaid he, of my ſpiritual : 


courſe, I heard the voice of God in an 

articulate, but inexpreſſibly awſul ſound, 
go through my ſoul in thoſe words, , any 
man will be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf. 

He mentioned another peculiar 'manifeſt- | 
ation of a later date, in which, ſaid he, I. 
was favoured like Moſes; with a Taper», 
natural diſcovery of the glory of God, in 
an ineffable converſe with him, face to facc: 
10 that whether I was then in the body, 
or out eee hin cannot tell“! 


11 4 ante. 
N * — * ad? 
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— 5860 5 Ar another time EY had 5 About 
the time of my entering into che Miniſtry, | 
I one evening wandered into a wood, 

| muſing on the importance of the office E 
Vas going to undertake. I then began to 
pour out my foul in prayer: When ſuch 4 
feeling ſenſe of the juſticeof God fell upon 
re * 10 fach? a ſenſe of his ON at fin, 
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2::abÞried. all my powers, and filled my 
foul with the agony of prayer, for poor, 
loft ſinners. I continued therein till the“ 
dawn of day; and J confidered this as 
deſigned. of God; to impreſs upon me 
more deeply the meabing of thoſe ſolemn; 
words, Therefore knowing the terrars of th ther 

; bord, att e 55 


17. 64 The bleſſed fate of his Sul con- 
unually manifeſted idelf, by its overflowing; 
good: will to all. that came inihis. way. Anck 

yet his ſpirit was ſo deeply. impreſſed with: 
thoſe. words, Not as though. I had- already: 
attained, hat the- vehemence of his deſire 
for a fuller. manifeftation- ab God, ſeemed: 

3 - ſometimes. to border upon unhappineſs. 
Baut his ardent foul only. ſelt the full im- 
peeſfon af thoſe words of the Apaſtle, 
Forgetting the things that are behind, and, 

1 aching forth unto thrſe that are before. E 
preſs toward the marl, for tis prize 22 
> heh clin C5 God t in W es 
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18. 5 One end of bis retiring to. Messe. 
tow was, chat he might hide himſelf from | 
company. But this deſign was in nowiſe | 
anſwered ; fos company came from every 6 


fide... He was continually. viſited by high 
and Jow, and by perſons of various deno- 
nations: one of whom. being aſked, when: 
he vent away, what he thought of Ms. 
Fleicher, ſaid, I went to ſee a man that had. 
one loot in the grave; hut I. found a man 
that had one foot i in heaven.” Among them, 
that now. viſued him were ſeveral of his. 
| beloved and honeured opponents: to whom 
he confirmed his love (however roughly 
they. bad treated bim) by the moſt reſpeafut 
and. affeQionate behaviour. But he dick 


not give up any. part of the truth, for. which, | 3p 


| he had publicly contended : although- fome- 


| (from; whom one would have expected better 1 


__ things) did. not ſcruple to affirm. the con 

trary- , Thoſe of his particular friends ho- 25 
viſued him here, will not eafily. forget How ; 
*. exhauſted: bis whole ſoul, in» effuſions 
0 {;. Mrs. Cartwright and Ca-- 


wet wi in paniulas wit bs fail and; 
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affe Ricans friend, Mr. Treland, will remember 
their interviews with him. And thoſe of 


the family were almoſt oppreſſed by the out- 
pourings of his love andgratitude, whenever : 
they ſhewed their love and care in the moſt 
inconſiderable inſtance. Vea ſo thankful, in 
5 proportion would he be, to even the meaneſt 
fervant, R 
19. © It was ; not without ſome difficulty, 
that Mr. Ireland. at length prevailed upon 
bim to ſit for his pĩqture. White the Limner 
Was drawing the outlines of it, he was ex- 
horting both him and all that were in the 
room, not only to get the outlines drawn, 
but the colourings alſo of the i image of Jeſus 
on their hearts. He had a very remarkable 
| facility, i in making allufions of this kind; ; 
in raiſing ſpiritual obſervations from every 
accidental circumſtance; in turning men's 
employments, pleaſures and pains into 
means of edification ; this he did, in order 


* 5 25 to. engage the attention of the thoughtleſs, 


| the more deeply to. fix the attention of the 
f oug! biful ; and to prevent the TER 
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_ away af time, in unprofitable — 

And ſuch little incidents as uſed to paſs 
away unnoticed, by almoſt any other perſon, 
acquired from Mr. Fletcher's fine imagi- 
nation, a kind of grace and dignity... To 
give an inſtance. Being ordered to be let 
blood, while his blood was running into the 
cup, he took occaſion to expatiate on the 
precious blood-ſhedding of the Lamb of 
God. And even when he did not fpeak at 
all, the ſeraphic ſpirit which beamed from 
his languid face, during thoſe unn of 
ou and weakneſs, was 


* A leQuro Ment, Ls of ſovereign uſe,” 


. [Bur it is 3 to be obſerved, 
43 this fagility of raiſing uſeful obſer. _ 


vations from the moſt trifling incidents was 


one of thoſe peculiarities in him, which 
cannot be propoſed to our imitation. In 
him it. partly reſulted from nature, and was 
partly a ſupernatural giſt, But what was 
0 becoming and graceful 1 in Mr. Fletcher, 
| would be diſgutful almoſt i 10 any other.] ST 
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Ts One of thoſe who viſited him at 5 
Fr was Mr. Milliam Perronet: 

pious, ſenſible and amiable young man, 
who was ſnatched hence in the bloom of 
youth, He often ſaid, the firſt. fight of 


Mr. Fletcher, fixt an impreſſion upon his 


mind, which never wore off, till it iſſued in 


a real converſion to God: ever accom- 


panied with a moſt affettionate regard for 


| the inſtrument of that happy Ong”: * 3 


e 5 bs leſt ee be wrote 
the n letter. 
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To my very. 1 Friends and Benefaktors, 


Charles and Mary Greentvood. 


My prayer ſhall always be, that the mer- 
ful. may find mercy, and chat the great 5 


Ekindneſs I have found under y your quiet 
roof, may be ſhewed you every where under, 

| the canopy of heaven. I think with grateful 
joy on the days of calm retreat I have been 
pleſt with at Newington, and lament my not 
having improved better the precious oppor- 


3 | Ka. 5 


tunity, of ſitting, Mary like, at the feet of 
my Great Phyſician. May he requite your 
kind care of a dying vorm, by abundantly 
caring for you and yours, and making all 
your bed in your ſickneſs! May you enjoy 
full health! May you hunger and thirſt aſter 
righteouſneſs and be abundantly filled there- 
with! May you ſweetly reſt in Chriſt ! 
May his protection be as a wall of fire, 
round about you and yours! May his rod 
-and ſtaff comfort you, under all the troubles 
bol life, the decays of the body, the aſſaults 
of the enemy, and the pangs of death ! May 
you ſtand in the cleſts of the Rock of Ages, 
and be ſafely ſheltered there, when, all the 
ſtorms of juſtice blow around! And may 
you always have ſuch ſpiritual and temporal 
helps, friends and comforts, as I have found — - 3 
in your pleaſing. retreat. You have re. 
ceived a poor Lazarus, (though his fores — 
were not viſible) you have had compaſſion, ' 
like the good Samaritan : you have ad- 
mitted me to the enjoyment of your beſt - 
things! And now what can [ fay ? What 
but, thanks bet to God for his unſpeakable 
gift? · 
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Cee” They will 1 truſt, be 
found faithfully recorded in my breaſt, 


-when the great. Rewarder of n | * 
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1. E continued with Mr. Sono; 


2 at Newington, upwards; of fiteen © 
months. The Phyſicians then adviſed him 


to make a trial of the Hot-well water, near 


Briſtol. * TI was defired by Mr. and Mrs. 
Treland, (who took him down in April a 77 1B 
fays Miſs Thornton, to bear them company: - 
thither, which Ig willingly did. Indeed 1 
looked upon it as a call from God: nr 
could I deſirè a greater honour, than tg 

ſhare in the employment of angels, in mis... 
niſtering to a diſtinguiſhed! heir of falvations | 
At By olington, 1 near .Byt iftol; he LON 
in the ſame holy, earneſt + 8 4 : 
Newinglon. Every day he drank*the- 


well 'water, and it agreed with bim 1 


So that be appeared to gather a little 
trength: though not fo ſwiftly a was C. 
ae. And all the ſtrength which be 

5 N . received, | 
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received, he laid out in Aber of love; 
for the benefit of all thoſe, rich or poor, 
ND Providence caſt in his way. 


« « Whenever he was in company, it 
was 15 general method, ſo far as his 
= ſtrength would admit, to pray particularly 
"for every perſon preſent. And from his 
habitual prayer, reſulted that life an energy 
in his words, which every one 
bleſt with his ſociety, felt more or leſs. 
Nou and then likewiſe he adventured to pray 
in the family. But he was not wary enough 
in this. He more than once, ſo much 
| exerted himſelf, that he was brought very 
5 low. As ſoon as he was well enough to 
write he was intent upon finiſhing two 
1 treatiſes for the preſs. The plan of Recon- 
5 ciliation; in particular, lay very near his - 
f Ie, heart. He longed to conclude it before he 
died, which he wiſhed to do, breathing 
peace to Feruſalem, and pointing out to the 
. children of God, the moſt probable means 
bf effefting it: of uniting together in the 


N 
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( 87 ) 
bonds of peace and love, all the true Mi- 
niſters and followers of Jeſus.“ BEE - 


3. From Briſtol the wrote to a friend 
thus: © I thank God, T am not afraid of 
any evil tidings : : my heart ſtandeth faſt, 
believing in the Lord; and deſiring Him 
to do with me juſt what pleaſes Him. With 
reſpect to my body, my Phyſician hopes 1 
thall do well. And ſo I hope and believe 
'too. For health or ſickneſs, life or death, | 
10 beſt when the Lord ſends i it... : +1417 


7, 
x * 3 85 2 26343 


* 8 Lam in banies of ceing pwn though. | 
my friends talk of detaining me, to make a 
farther trial of the waters. I am ſorbid 
preaching: but, bleſſed be God, I. am nat 

forbid by my heavenly - Phyſieian, to pray; 
believe and love. This is a ſweet WE rk, 


vrhich heals, ſtrengthens and delighis: let 


us do it, till we have recovered our ſpl» 


ritual ſtrength. And then, whether .ws 


_ thall be ſeen on earth or not, it will be all 1 
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O be hearty i in the cauſe of Religion, 
Be either hot or cold. It is a fearful thing 
to be lukewarm, and thereby fall into the 

hands of the living God! Be humbly zea- 

lous for your own falvation and for God's 
glory. And forget not to care for each 
other's ſalvation. The caſe of wicked Cain 
is very common: the praftice of many ſays 
with that wreteh, Am I my brother's keeper ? 
0 pray God to keep you by his mighty 
power through faith unto falvation. Keep 
yourſelves in the love of God, and keep 
one another, by example, reproof, exhort- 

| ation, eneouragement, ſocial prayer, and a 

Huſul uſe of all the means of grace. Uſe 

yourſelves tb bow at Chrift's ſeet as your 

Prophet. G0 to him continually for. the 

| holy anoiming of his Spirit, Who will be a 

Teacher always near, always with you and 

in yout If you have that inward Inſtructor, 

Fou will ſuffer no material loſs, though mo 

| agen eb _ By: removed. oy * 


* bile y WP 9 the light of God $ EY 
drive in the light, that ye may be the 
ee 


e 


children of the light, fitted for the kingdom 
of eternal light Where 1 charge you, pier 


um to meet with joy 9 
"Your affectionate, though unworthy: 
"Brother and Miniſter, 1p 
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4. 1 -ibjoin! part of a letter wrote ſome 
time before in the ſame ſpirit to his I 
riſhioners at : Madeley. ee 


* 
* 


. 1 1 28, 1796 
0 My dear Pariſhioners, VS 


« The weakneſs of my body. confining we 


Fee you, I humbly ſubmit to the Divine 
diſpenſation. . And I eaſe the trouble of my 
: abſence from you, by being preſent? with 
you in ſpirit, and by refle&ing on the pleas 
ſure I have felt in years paſt; in ſinging with 
you, Into us a child is born; unto us a, Son 18 


given. Fhis truth let us receive with all 5 


readineſs, and we mall meet in Cbriſt, he 
center of laſting union. And our heafts 
mall be full of the ſong of angels, Glorybeanto 
N in the high On carth. peace! "A 


p ra ; 
FIR Fog, $0 
= 3 4 
a — 


4 " N * : - = 
: wo 1 22 7 1 8 0 NE" * a a. £47.46; * 
r z r POW EOS GG 22 n 6 . 22 oy * 8 i 1 F : WT 
* 2 * ti . * * 
e AB ov oe nt en Be nt * 1 
- : 


(90) 


Sill toward men ! In order to this, may the 
eyes of your underſtanding be more and 
more opened to ſee the need of a Re- 
deemer, and to behold the ſuitableneſs, 
 freeneſs and fulneſs of the redemption, 
wrought out by the Son of God! This 
wiſh glows in my ſoul fo ardently, that 
i brings me doyn upon my knees, while 
1 write. And in that poſture I intreat 
you all, to conſider and improve the day 
. of your viſitation; and to prepare in. good 
earneſt, to meet with Joy, your God and 
your unworthy Paſtor in another world ! 
Veak as 1 was when I left you, F hear 
dat many, who. were then healthy and 
Kong have got the ſtart of me and that 
fome me have been hurried i into etern * 
out a moment s warning. May this awful 
5 event ftrike a deeper conſideration into all 
| dur ſouls ! May the found of their bodies, 
5 daſhed” in pieces at the bottom of the pit, 
 Touze us to a ſpeedy converſion, that we 
5 may never through careleſsneſs or delay, 
- fall ! into the bottomleſſs pit! Totterir g A8 1 
AH Kan * brink r 9 ſome of ye 
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then prepare for our approaching change; 
and never zeſt.till we are aſſured it will be 4 


happy one! Let the long- ſuffering of God 
toward us, who ſurvive the hundreds that 


Embrace Jeſus Chriſt, who! wept for.you 


in the manger, agonized for you in the 


garden, bled for you on the croſs, and now 
pleads for you on his Mediatorial throne f 


Meet me not at the great day in your ns 
and in your blood! Meet me in the robe 
of Chriſt's merits and in the white linen 
(the purity of heart and life) which is the 
righteouſneſs of the ſaints | Let all wicked 
neſs be gone for ever with the old year! 
And with the new year. begin a new lifes 
a life of renewed devotion to God, and inn 
een love to our e i 


e wat ſee ok more ofthe | 


| es of God in the land of the: living; 


than I do fee, yet bleſſed be the divine 


mercy, I ſee enough te keep my mind at 
al times unruffled, and ta make me calmly - 
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allo may dropinto it before me. Let us all 
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willing *t0 reſign my ſoul into the hands 


bol my faithful Creator. I defire your 


continually ſheweth me. May bun thank; 


fulneſs crown. the new. year, as: the Lord's 


patience. and: goodneſs have renewed :our. 


life. Permit me to beſeech an intereſt in 
your prayers alſo. Aſk that I. may be 


vuwilling to receive: all that God is willing 


to beſtow: Aſk that I may meekly ſuffer 
and zealouſſy do all the will of God in my 
preſent circumſtances: and that living or 
dying I may ſay, To me to live: is Chriſt, 


and to die is gain. If God calls me ſoon, | 
1 beg he. may in his good Providence, 


appoint. a more faithful Shepherd over you. 
You: need not fear but he will. | Far- theſe 


4 many months you have had no famine Of 


de word. And what.God- bach dene for 
months, he can do for years: yea, all the 


- have. Meet me at the throne of n 


"= you ſhall meet at the throne ti 
- Your affectionate, oblig ed. 


ee Unworthy Miniſter,, «xk Bi | 
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5 To a friend, mean time, he wrote thus: 
With. reſpe& to my ſoul, I calmly wait in 
| unſhaken reſignation, for the full ſalvation 
of God: ready to truſt him, to venture on 
his faithful love, and on the ſure mercies 
of David, either at midnight, noon- day, 
or cock-crowing. For my time is in his 
hand; and his time is beſt, and ſhall be my 
time. Death hath loſt his ſtipg, and I thank 
God, I know not what hurry of ſpirits: is 
dr unbelieving fears, under the moſt trying 
ee TR RANT mo" 
hg AY gilt ! Gs bi TOR 


6. He now * „ i. 
A ne at Briſlingtom. 
In one place or the other, as well, as et 0 
. peftable. perſons: Meng: os as were 


Calviniſts ; ſeveral. of whom bore, witneſs ä 


10 his deep piety and exalted ſpirit... But 
a diſſenting Miniſter, after preſſing hm 
hard, with regard to fome of his opinions, 
told him with great warmth, * Mr. Felchen, 
* had better * been gaſping. for life | 


1 
| 1 | with an aſthma, or have had all your limbs 
I unſtrung by a palſy, than to have wrote 


: | thoſe Checks.” Mr. Fletcher replied, ** Sir, 
, I then wanted more love; and I do ſo ſtill:“ 
and in his higheſt fervors of divine love, 


he always acknowledged his want of more. 


7. Here alſo he miſſed no opportunity of 
inſtructing ſervants and children, ſuiting 
his diſcourſe, in a manner peculiar to him- 
ſelf, to their capacity or their | buſineſs. 
. And what would have appeared low in 
= another, did not appear ſo, when ſpoken by 
dim. Thus he adviſed the Cook, . To ſtir 
up the fire of divine love in his heart, that 
FS it might burn up all the rubbiſh therein, and 
E.  Tmaiſe a flame of holy affeQtion!” to which 
| with the greateſt cordiality he would ſubjoin 
z ſhort prayer. Thus to the Houſemaid, 
he faid, I intreat you, to ſweep every 
Lorner of your heart, that it may be fit to 
E receive your heavenly gueſt.” To à poor 
3 ny; who came there in a deep Conſump- 
tion, but little concerned for his ſoul; he 
| ki, ina very: ſolemn manner, (laying! one 
1 : EN hand F 
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hand on his own breaſt and the other on 
the poor man's) God has fixt a loud 
knocker at your breaſt and mine. Becauſe 
we did not regard, as we ought to have 
done, the gentle knocks and calls. of his 
Holy Spirit, his Word, and his Providences, 
he has taken faſt hold here, and we cannot 
get.out of his hand. O let this knocker 
awaken you, who are ja dropping into 
eternal ſleep! N . 


8. When one or another occaſionally 
mentioned any unkind thing, which had 
been ſaid of him or his writings, if the 
perſon who had faid it was named, he would 
ſtop the ſpeaker immediately, and offer up 
the moſt fervent prayer, for the perſon of 
whom he ſpoke. He did not willingly ſuffer 
any one to ſay any thing againſt his oppo- 
nents. And he made all the allowances for 
them, which on a change of circumſtances, 
he would have wiſhed: them to make for 
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9. He continued at Briflingion till the 


| Fett of December, 1777. Albother means 


having now been fairly tried, with very ligle 
effeft, molt of the ſymptoms being nearly 


the fame as they were ſeveral months ago: 


it was determined by the moſt ſkilful Phy4 


| ficians, that nothing could fave his 4ife but 


a fea voyage. When this- was fixed, Mr: 


F . 


Ireland (a friend in. need !) carried bim back 
to Newington. While he was here, pres 
paring for his voyage, he wrote as ge 
to one © of his flock at v e 108% 


7 * 8 2 . bs 


Sq 190 ks — münk you bor your kind 


May the God of all grace and love. 
our rt Father and our all, bleſs yon 
all With all ſpiritual bleſſings, and with ſich 


temporal favours, as will beſt ſerv© che end 
| * ann in Oey 1 858 4 e 


„ 
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My defire is, 4f L ſhould: _— ſpared: to 


miniſter to you again; io de it with more 
humility, diligence, love and zeal. But 38 


matters are, you muſt take the will for the 


tees And let us all _ God for all that . 


is © 


(9). 
zs paſt, and truſt him for all that's to come! 
The Lord enable you all to cleave. to 
Chrift, and in him to abide in one mind, 
riding together. for the hope of the Goſpel, 
the fulueſs of the Spirit. Of this we have 
often diſeourſed together: but we have 
not preſſed into it with ſufficient ardor and 
violence. God give us the humble and 
violent faith, which inherits the promiſeg, 
that we may always triumph in Chriſt, in 
life and in death! I beg you would help 
me to thank the Author. of all good for 
every bleſſing of this life: but above all, 
for the lively hope of the next, and for 
Chriſt, our-commen hope, peace; joy, wif. 
dom, righteouſneſs and ſalvation! In him 
1 meet and embrace you all! God bleſs. 
you, and crown you with loving kindnels 
and tender mercies !- I live, if you ſtand. 
Do not let me want the reviving cordial of = 
"I aring that you ſtand together firm i in the = 4 | 
faith, deep in humility, and rejoicing in 


<4 WPF ES F U 3 1 
loving hope of the glory to come ! Bleſs 
"God much for the gift of his only W 
. . — 2 
Son! ouch: in private prayer. Do 55 
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Wen the aſſembling yourſelves auger 
in little companies, as well as in public. 


Walk humbly as in the fight of Death and 
ee And pray ſtill for 


Your rage A Serv: ant, 


& 96 none of your little companies want 
of) any do, you are welcome to my houſe. 
Take any part of the furniture chere, and 
make ule of i it ſor heir relief. And this 

hall be your full title for ſo Jing. 


„ „ Wineſs my hand, | « 
„ nn FLETCHER.” $ 
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5210. 455 how — off ] 1 he 
et out with Mr. Ireland and. tas family, 
beſide. ſome other company. A little ac- 

count of the former part of his journey, is 
_ by = ene 9a Jeter to a en 


3 8 | | * Ek „We len S Dee. 12. The A I 
en was very high, and penetrated us: even 
in che chaiſe. We put up at Brelul, 
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„ 
and the next day got to Abbeville; whenee 
we were forced by the miſerable accom- 
modations we met with, to ſet out, though 
it was Sunday. Mr. Fletcher and 1 uſed 


to lead the way: but now the other chaiſes 


got before us. Nine miles from Abbeville 
our axletree gave way through the hard 


froſt, and we were both left to the piercing 
cold, on the ſide of a hill, without any 
ſhelter. "After waiting an hour and half wwe 
{ſent the axletree and wheels back to be 
repaired: and. leaving the body of the 
chaiſe under à guard, procured another ta 
carry. us to the next town. On the 15th, 
our chaiſe arrived in good repair. Tra- 
velling ſteadily forward (though the country 


was all covered with ſnow) on the 27th we 


reached Dijon. During the whole journey. 


Mr. Flelclier ſhewed viſihle marks of a reco- 


very. He bore both the ſatigue and piercing 
cold as well as the beſt of us. On the git ve 
put up at Lyons, and ſolemnly cloſed the year. 
bowing our knees before the throne, which 
indeed e did not fail to do, all together 
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every day. January 4, 1778, ve left 
Lyons, and came on the ninth to Aix. Here 
we reſt: the weather being exceeding fine 
and warm. Mr. Fletcher walks out daily. 
He is now able to read, and to -pray. with 
us, every morning and evening. He has 

no remains of his cough, or of the weakneſs 
in lus. breaſt. His natural colour is reſtored, 
and the ſallowneſs quite gone. His appetite 
is gord, and he takes a little wine.” 

2424 ne dept Mr. Treland writes 
thus: © Soon after our arrival here, I rode 
out moſt days with my dear and valuable 
friend. He now and then complained of 
the uneaſineſs of the horſe; and there was 

fome remains of ſoreneſs in His! breaſt. But 

this ſoon went off. The beginning of 
February was warm, which when he walked 
in the fields, relaxed him too much. But 

85 3 the wind got North or Eaſt, he was 
- braced. again. His appetite. is good; his 
 / complexion as healthy as it was eleven 
years ago. As his ſtrength increaſes, ho 
Jycreaſes.. the length of his rides. * 
. 2 dee 
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Tueſday be ſet out ona Jonensy of a uns 
dred and twelve miles. The firſt day he 
traveled forty miles, without feeling any 
fatigue. The third day he travelled fiſty- 
five.” He bore his journey as well as I 
did: and was as well and as active at the 
end of it, as at the beginning. During the 
day, he cried out, Help me to pratſe the 
Lord for his goodnefs't I never expetted 
to ſee this day“ He now accepted a 
preſſing invitation to preach to the Pro- 
teſtants here. He did ſo on Sunday morn- 
ing on theſe words, Examine” your ſelves, 
whether ye be in the faith. For ſome days 
before, be was afraid he had done wrong, 
in accepting the 1hvitation. ' But' O how 
ſhall T be able to expreſs the power” and 
liberty which the Lord gave him! Both 
the French and Engliſh were greatly af. 
fefted : the word went to the heart both of 
| faints and finners. If the Lord continues EY 
bis ftrength and voice (which i is NOW as good | 
| as ever it was) he bas an earneſt invitation 
. 10 ee where we are e going, Ee 


* deren 
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*Intreaties of Paſtors as well as people. He 
has received a letter from a Miniſter in. 


the Levine mountains, who intends to. come 


_ to Montpeleir, ſixty miles, to preſs him to. 
go and preach. to his flock. Soon after 


*. Vis Brother came to fetch him to. 
Ze He Ware to. ſpend the next 


ſummer in his own country, and the ſollow- 


ing winter in theſe parts, or in ſome part of 
1 uh ol. France. 5 <a ET a 


5 « His e Be 1 Foo. 


. to Mon,; the place of his nativity. 


Here he lived i in that which was his father's. 
houſe, in the midſt of his affedtionate re- 
lations, whe took care that he - ſhould. 
neither want the beſt. advice, perhaps equal 
to any in Europe, nor any thing that could: 
eee ta the full. nen - 
Sek wah ere 


- eee as 5 
. About; this s time a letter was Wrote: 


| 10 that venerable old man, Mr. Berronet, 


Vicar. of . Sorel 


in „ informing hit 
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there was a valuable eſtate at his native 
place, which properly belonged to- him, 
and which might eaſily be recovered, if he 
ſent one of his ſons to claim it. All his 
friends whom he conſulted on the occaſion; 
judged this information was hot to be 
flighted. And his youngeſt ſon, Mr. Wil- 
liam Perronet, was willing to undertake the 
journey. But before he ſet out, he wrote | 
to Mr. Fletcher, deſiring his advice. Part 
of his anſwer was as follows 8 th 


- Nyon, Na 2, 4778. 
* Wbile 1 write to you to make yours 
title clear to a precarious eſtate on earth; 
permit me to remind you of the heavenly 
| inheritance entailed upon: believers. The 
Will (the New Teſtament) by which we can 
recover it is proved: the Court is equitable; 
the Judge loving and gracious. To enter 
on the poſſeſſion of part. of the eſtate: here, 
and of the whole hereafter, we need only: | 
to believe, and prove coangelically, that we 
axe believers. Let us ſet about it now with _ 
. en with e and with _ 
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aſſurance, that through grace we:ſhall- carry 
bur point. Alas] what are eſtates or crowns, 
to grace and glory? I be Lord grant ve 
_ all chuſe the better A "ah. 
wt Since: 4 waote - Tally in e to en 
my journey, I'ventured to eroſs the moun- 
tains, which ſeparate France from. this 
country. But on the third day, I found an 
unexpected trial; a hill, which we were to 
aſcend by a winding road, but fo ſteep, that 
the horſes were hardly able to draw the 
empty chaiſe. This obliged me to walk in 
the ſteepeſt places, for ſeveral” hours to- 
gether. - The ſun was hot. I perſpired 
violently, and the next day I ſpat blood 
again. .'But having kept to aſſes milk 
ever ſince, I am 2 be en 2 
mona CH MPI GP Beurre g 
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= " & + This country is delightful. I invite you 
to. come and, ſee it, and ſhare a delightful 
apartment. I deſign to try thisfine air ſome 


; near the br where L can ride in the % 
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all the day, and enjoy the ſinging of a mul- 
titude of birds. But this, though ſweet, does 
not come up to the ſinging of my dear 
friends in England. There I meet them 
in ſpirit ſeveral hours in the day. God bleſs 
my dear friends!“ 


224. Ants the ſame time he wrote to 
Dr. Turner as follows: | 3 


Should I gather ſtrength, I ſhould under 
God, acknowledge you, dear Sir, as the in- 
ſtrument of that bleſſing, as you were above 
twenty years ago. Ten thouſand thanks I 
render to you, Sir, and to Mr. Perronet for 
your kind and generous care andattendance., 
May God reward you both, by beſtowing 
upon you all the bleſſings which can make 


life happy, death comfortable, and eternity 4 


delightful and glorious! May the richeſt 
cordials of divine Love, and the balm '- 
Gilead, a Saviour's precious blood, revive 
our ſouls. and comſort your hearts ! And 5 
in your evefy want and extremity, may 
= oo. _ kind ſuch tender helpers and 
comforters 


. 


inſert, as T believe it is all that remains of 
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comforters, as have been found i in __ by, 


har r mo mu liged, though moſt u un worthy: 


Servant and Patient, 
JOHN FLETCHER.” 


16. In the latter end of the year, Mr. 
William Perronet ſet out for Switzerland. 
In a letter he wrote fron thence to Mr. 
Greenwood, he gives à little farther account 
of Mr. Fletcher. And this letter I the rather 


that amiable "young man, who never more 
ſaw his native land „being bat ned hence, 
while 1 was on bis See to ene 
* | aderres ant 
31 Tl eres md in the beginning of 
Bis letter,” which is x little hurt morous: hut 
tis the candid Reader will each eee | 
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"yon, Jan. x 5 1778s 
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2 « Dear Sir, 


an A you deſire of m2 to fog you PRES 
account of my journey, now I am a little 


ſettled, I will do it in the belt manner rl am 
Able. | 


= % 
F 


C1 Be out ow: 3 on > Tue 
N ovember the ſeventeenth. We arrived 
at Dover about three on Wedneſday morn- 
ing; . embarked on Thurſday, and nne 
at Cal aus in about res: hours. 


$23 1 


ec „Though it was in war- time, yet we 
did not meet with the leaſt incivility, either 


here or in any part of . But the 


badneſs of the Inns males the travelling 8 


through this country diſagreeable. The“ 
rooms in general are ſo dirty, as to be fitter 
for ſwine than men. Each room both | 
above and below ſtairs, is provided with 
ty, three or four beds. And they are 0 
bib AS to require ſteps to get up to them. 
F or there is on each bed, firſt, a monſtrous 
canvas bag, ſtuffed with an huge quantity 
. 10 raw over this a feather bed, and on 5 
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As as many matreſſes a8 the hoſt can 
furniſh. But the worſt is, the ſheets'are 
not damp, but rather downright wet. Yet 
the good woman would conftantly ſcold us, 
if we attempted to dry them even at our 
own fire: inſiſting upon it, that it was im- 
poſſible, they ſhould be damp at all. 


— 


At table, every one is furniſhed with a 
ſpoon and a fork, but with no knives. And 
in general, they are not needful: for both 
fleſh and vegetables are ſo ſtewed down, 
as to be properly termed ſpoon· meat · 
However at the meaneſt Inn, every one is 
provided with a clean napkin: and both after 
dinner and aligr ſupper, BEES 18 a | finc 
acer of fruit. 65 


CW. * ' 3 ac 
a 5 1 


— 


ing 3 Ker one ſet of horſes, we were a 
whole week in getting to Paris. In Paris 
all is Gaiety and Finery; but without the 
leaſt idea of Neatneſs. The ſcarcity of 

Water is one excuſe for the general want of 
Cleanlineſs, both in their perſons. and 

houſes. „ es. 'On 


* ( 40g } 
„On Tueſday, Dec. 8, we dined at 


e the prettieſt town in all France. 


The reaſon of which is, being burnt down 
ſome years ago, it was rebuilt. by the late 
King. The next morning we entered 


Switzerland, ſtepping over a brook, which | 


divides Switzerland from France. On the 
French- ſide of the brook is a-Croſs: on the 
other, a pillar. with the Arms of Switzer- 


land. In the evening, we arrived at Lau- 


ſanne, a famous old town. Here I re- 


mained the next day, and on Friday, the 
eleventh, went on to Mon, where: I had "= 
pleaſure. of finding our dear friend, 


pretty good health and-ſpirits. Mr. Fletcher 5 
houſe, is a fine large building;  agreeably _ 


ſituated. It is in the form of a Caſtle,: and 
is . to have been built bre e 


* 


Vice And it was not much better with me 


be: In . 3 Friis how. binerly | 
did I regret the want of the Sunday-ſer- ; 


* 


ben I came into Switzerland. For I un- | 


 Herſtood: to alle. of rn language,” * 5 
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I: could not profit much by the public ſer- 
vice. Indeed this loſs is in ſome meaſure 
made up by the company and converſation 
of Mr. Fletcher: who, however engaged he 
is the greater part of the day, is generally 
ſo kind, as to ſpend a little time with me in 
che evening, in prayer and converſation. 


yy” His chief delight ſeems to be. in the 
meeting of his little Society . of children. 


And as he is exceeding fond of them, they 
appear to be altogether as fond of him. 
He ſeldom either walks abroad or rides 


out, but ſome of them follow him J finging 


the hymns they have learned, and conver- 
fing with him by the way. But you muſt 


not ſuppoſe, chatꝰ he is permitted to enjoy 
this happineſs unmoleſted. Not only the 


-drunkards make ſongs upon him, and his 


little companions, but many of the Clergy 


/ loudly complain of ſuch irregular proceed- 
iüngs. However he is upon good terms 
wWuoᷣ ich the three Miniſters of the place: all 
1 of | whom are not only ſerious men, but 


geſirous of promoting true religion 


* * 8 # * ; — 1 


e 
He is JEN ſtronger, and in better 
| health, than he was when he left Englangs 
But as ſoon as ever he ventures. to preach, 
his ſpitting of blood returns. Whenever 
this happens, his ſtrength and ſpirits decay 
ſurpriſingly, which he cannot in any wiſe 
recover, but 1 lying by for n __ 


7 4 A 
E 8 Whether 15 en in my temporal 
 bubnels. or not; I ſhall ever remember 
with pleaſure and thankfulneſs the oppor- 
Uunities I have been bleſt with of ſpending 
Jo much time in company - with our ineſh 

mable friend: who wherever he goegß 
| preaches the goſpel, both by his words and 
example; nay, by his very looks, not Ny 
| to his friends, but to all he meets withyz 8 
that on the top of the frozen Alps, ad iv A 
the dreary vale of: Chateau d'Oex, ao 
ſeed has been W 1251 e 0 


** 


* 


A © When | 
80 to Chateau d ben Mr. Fletcher 1 bore b 
company. And here alſo he was viſited by | 
ome of the principal e of the 


: Me 
A . town? [7 | 
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FR - 
town: who ſtood round him in deep 
attention for almoſt an hour, while he both 
exhorted and prayed. 

Ss I am, dear Sir, 


Vour very ſineere Friend and Servant, 

8 neee neee 
. Mr. Fletcher . upon the fi 
paper, Thanks to our kind Preſerver, I | 
am yet in the land of faith and hope, and 
want to find and make it a land of hap- 
pineſs and love. The Lord Jefus is alone 
ſufficient for this. And till the great out- 
pouring of bis love is come, we 'ought 
Sandal to ſtir up the giſt of God, which 
is in ourſelves and others, and to ſupply 
b the depth of our humility, and the 
ardor of our expeQation, what! is yet want- 
Ang to our experience. Well: God is 

| eee Jeſus is faithful: the Spirit is truth 
and love. Come, Lord! And we ſhall ex- 
/ erience the power of that God, who turns 
_ death to life, darkneſs to light, weakneſs * 
ſrengih; and calleth the ye 17250 are not 
2. * * — 4-94 2 | 
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28 16. Mr. Ferrinet in another lettort to Mr. 


My dear friend is much better in health 
now, than he was in the winter. He 
preached laſt Sundayſe'nnightin the Church. 
He ſpoke with a ſtrong, clear voice, for 
above three quarters of an hour: and did 
not find himſelf hurt by it. But when he 
| Fode out in the afternoon, his horſe dropped 
down Ras if he had been ſhot, and cut both 
His en as well as his head. Yer Mr. 

Fletcher was no N hurt. 51 Y 
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| X vice here, Mr. Fletcher” and I croſfed the 
: Lake into Savoy, in order to hear à cle. 
Präted Capuchin, who was to preach that 
day. He made a very good diſcourſe: and 
; ufterwards he and his brethren, invited us. | 

t dine with them. This we declined but. 

: after dinner paid our reſpects to them. 
And we ſpent two or three agreeable hourd, 


1 in ferious and friendly converſation,” „ 
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I have ſome hopes that my poor ſiſter, 


e 
129, bin this time Mr. Flecher wrote 
to a friend thus: | 3 0 


Let ns bear with patience tie decays 
of nature: let ns. ſee without fear the 


approach of Death. We muſt put off this 


-ickly, corruptible body, in order to put on 


the immortal and glorious. garment. 


Fs 


will yet be my ſiſter in Chriſt. Her ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, I truſt, breaks as faſt as ber 
body. I am come hither to ſee Death make 
havoc among my friends, I wear mourn- 
ing for my father's brother; and for my 
brother's ſon. The ſame mourning will 


7 5 ſerve me for my dy ing aller, if 1 do not 


go before her. She lies on the fame bed 
where my father and mother died, and : 
5 where ſhe and I were born. How near is 
+ life to death! But hleſſed be God! . Chriſt, 


the Re ſurrettion is nearer to the weak, dying 


believer! Death works through the body, _ 
hs andthe Reſurrettion through the ſoul. A* : 
Fe our ſou) | is our real wil,” . 
ä i. it i _ ab. I believe 


— WS. 


. 

18. I believe it was about the ſame time; 

that a remarkable paſſage occurred, which 

was related to me ſome years ago. I may 
pooſſibly have forgot ſome circumſtances: 

but the ſubſtance of it was this. Mr. 
Fletcher having heard of a Miniſter in the 
country, as an eminently pious man, bad 2 
great deſire to ſee him, and for that pur- 
poſe, one morning ſet out very early. 
When he had walked ſeveral miles, he ſaw 
_ a great crowd gathered together at the door 
b- an houſe. He aſked, W hat was the 
matter? And was anſwered, * A poor. 
woman and her child lie adying.”. He went 
in, and found a woman who. had not long 
| been delivered, in appearance very near 
death. Little beiter was the cafe of the 
infant, which was convulſed from head to 
foot. The room was filled with people. 
He took occaſion, to ſhew them from that 
melancholy ſpedtacle, the dreadful eſſects 
of ſin: and aſterwards ſpoke largely, of 
the miſerable ſtate we are all in, through _ 
"he Gn of our firſt parent. He then ex- 
* on the ſecond aden, 4 and the | 
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| bleflings we may receive ;through him: . 
adding, He is able to raiſe the dead! He 
is able to ſave you all from ſin, as well as 


fave theſe two poor objects from death. 


| Ae, let us alk him, to ſave both us and 


mem. He found remarkable liberty in 


prayer. Preſently the child's convulſions 


ceaſed; and the mother was caly, lively 


and ſtrong. The people vere utterly 
amazed, and ſtood ſpeechleſs and almoſt 
ſenſeleſs! While they were in this ſtate, he 
Klently withdrew. When they came to 
themſelves, he was gone. Many of them 


aſked, © Who it could be?“ and Wine laid, | 


<6 Genainly: it was an angel. * 


SE gen 
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piles When he had a little ror hs 


1 3 he made à tour through Italy, and 
Paid a vifit to Rome. While he was here, 
| 28 Mr. Ireland and he were one day going 

3 7 Song one of the ſtreets in a coach, they 


were informed, The Pope was coming for- 
ed. and it would be required of them 
10 come out of the coach, and kneel while 
de went 9150 as all the people did; be l 

34; dick 


have done it, had he beefi able to ſpeak : 

Italian. He could hardly refrain from 125 
doing it in Latin, till he conſidered that 
only the Prieſts could have underſtood him. 
One to whom he related this; ſaying, If 
| he had done this, the multitude would have 
_ torn him 4 in pieces: he anſwered,” I be- 
9 lie re the Tope himſelf would have pre- 4 
ee, 


755 
- > 


6 


did not, in all probability the zealous mob 
would fall upon them and knock them on 


the head.” But this, whatever might be 
the conſequence, they flatly refuſed to do; 
judging the paying ſuch honour to a man, 
was neither beiter nor worſe than idolatry. 


The coachman was exceedingly terrified, 

not knowing what to do. However, at 
length he made ſhift to turn aſide into a 
narrow way. The Pope was in an open 
Landau. He waved his hands as if he bad 


been ſwimming; and frequently repeated 


theſe words, God bleſs you all!“ Mr. EL 


Fletcher's ſpirit was greatly ſtirred, and he 


| longed to bear a public teſtimony : againſt 6; 


anti-chriſt. And, he would undoubtedly 


* * 7 i ; 
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vented; ſor he was a man of ſenſe and 


_— 


20. While he was at Paris, he was de- 


fired to viſit and pray with a ſick woman. 
Information of this was quickly given to a 
_ Magittrate, with abundance of aggravation. 


In conſequence of this an order was pro- 
cured from the King himſelf for the appre- 


hending him. This might not improbably 
have coſt him his life, or at leaſt, a long 
and expenſive impriſonment. When the 
Officer. came to the door of the | houſe | 
where he lodged, Mr. Treland ſtepped out 


and faid; Sir, have you a warrant for 


nne He (ſuppoſing him to be 185 Fletcher) 
os, J have; you mult come with 


Mr. Ireland went very quietly with 
8 But when they came before the 


; 8 the accuſer ſaid, This is not 


1 know nothing of this Gentle- 


=p wan. e meſſenger was then ſent; 


beſore he came to the houſe, My. 


3 Eletcher was too far off to be overtake: n. 2 


Io 4 2 


21. While 


(. dag } 


321. While he Was at Mon, he wrote Is 


Pray many other n to good, old 
Mr. Perronet as follows : + 


Feb. 8, 17798 


{ar Honoured and dear Father in Chriſt, 


«1 have bad the pleaſure. of accompanying 


your ſon to your father's birth- place. It 


7 5 a charming country for thoſe who have 
a taſte for highland proſpects. But what 


is it to our heavenly Father's hill of. Sion : 6 
Thither may we all travel, ſummer and 
winter, and there may we all have. a happy 5 


| mecting, and an eternal inheritance.” 5 


7 


x .& 3 
22. . Sept. * Mr. William „ e wrotg 


a little farther account of him. 4 oY 


Fletcher, ſays he; has preached here - (at 
Hon) in the Church, and might have 
preached much ofiner, if his health would 


| have permitted ; for his friendly. and pru- 


go dent behaviour has won upon all the three 
Miniſters, ſo that they. are now on the. beſt 
terms with him, But a new difficulty has 
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lately ariſen. He has been ſummoned 
before the Seigneur  Bailif, who ſharply 


reprehended him : (noble Bailif indeed! 
Worthy of his office !) for preaching againſt 


ſabbath-breaking, which he ſaid, implied 


a cenſure of the, Magiſtrates, as if they 


neglefted their duty. He reprimanded 


him alſo for preaching againſt ſtage· plays, 
Which he conſidered as A reflection on 
himſelf, as he had juſt then ſent for a 
company of F. rench Comedians to Mon. 
In conſequence of this, he forbid his exer- 


_ ciling the function of a Miniſter in this 


country. A bleſſed inſtance of Republican 
Liberty! Who would not wiſh for the 
lame i in England ! / However one of the Mi- 
mt Ts has ventured to give him a room in | 
RR oWFhoule, Here he preaches two or 


: three times a week, to a few ſerious perſons 
. and abundance of children. His Lordſhip 
has not yet thought proper to interfere, 


although the thing is no ſecret. And not 


only the ſeriouſneſs, but alſo the number of : 
a congregation increaſes daily.” ED” 
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23. I the next year, 1780, Mr. mY het 
fully intended to return' to England. But 
not long after, he wrote as follows, to one 
of * Pariſhioners at "No 


* 
| : 3 


I have the more readily complied with 
the requeſt of my friends, to ſtay here [at 
Mon] a little longer, as it was ſo earneſtly 
backed by the little ſociety, which is ga- 
| thered in this place. About three weeks 
ago, they got about me, and beſought me 
on their knees, with many tears, to ſtay till 
they were a little ſtronger, and able to 
ſtand alone. Nor would they be perſuaded 
to riſe, till _ had got, me to comp 


ſo earneſtly to Him, Who can sind ſl 
ſtantial bleſſings! =, 


"00 Two 47 ago I went 0 Geneva, and ; 
ſpoke to a Carrier, to take me back to 1 
London. But his coach was full. Veſterday * 1 
another came, and faid, He would take us _ 
. at a fortnight” 8 notice. The Lord is always 

ready to * us a lift to the kingdom of _ „ 
L grace 8 


6 127 * 


glace, through which we muſt 1 to the 
Kingdom of glory. The comfort. 'of t this 
journey is, that we may travel all together, 
though our bodies are far aſunder. For 
- Chriſt the way, is every where, and faith 
is (like his” word) one and the, ſame, in 
every age and place. 80 is holineſs: :_ for 
in all places We may love God with all our 
heart, and our Neighbour as ourſelves, I 
hope you, and all your brethren travel thus: 
and that you journey like St. Paul, who 
travelled | ſo hard, chat he was running a 


76 5 
race, for a prize, a crown of life.” 5 
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4. In Spring, 1 | 1781, he. ſet. out for 
. Miglond. t. Mr. Perronet was then. Er | 
- Becedirſo ili, "having all the t\apptoms of an 
pr ving Confumption. He could not 

therefore keep pace with Mr. Fletcher : 
Pho being. on his Journey wrote to him, as 


s 8 8325 . ; 
15 5 82 7 3 1 Lyons, apai . 
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_ + N Jens Friend, 3 
1 We are both weak and both afflicted; | 
_— wa] 32 carcth, for x us. He is ev ery. when re, 3 
r was e ; 


( 123 8. 
He has all power to deliver us: "iP per. 
Haps by ways we little think of. It was Of 
the Lord, that you did not come with me: 
you would have been ſick, as I am. Ian 
overdone with: riding and preaching: in- 
dced twice I preached ing tlie fields. I 
carry home with me much weakneſs; the 
Lord's will be done. I know 1 am calleth ? 
to ſuffer and die. Let us believe and re- : 
Vice inthe. Lr er & we 35 kene BY Fe 
He Wee to „e in e in 
tolerable health, being quite recoverec 
from his Conſumption. Calling at London, | 
he preached: at the New Chappel, ſlept at 
Newington, and the next day ſet out for 
Briſtol. He ſtayed there only a ſhort time, 
and then retired to Mr. Ireland's, at Br i 


lington: who as ſoon as he was capable, Ks 


= bee hi: to his beloveg 


26. But 4 did. not ing ſuch Lal of 9 55 
rejoicing here, as he had fondly a IE 
* deed be eaſily ae from the letter 


1 134) 
be * wrote, 9 friend at Newington 
1. runs thus: 15 | | 
0 
9 "Se June 12, 78s 


” My very dear Friend, 

LP 1 ſtayed longer at Bri/lington oY I 
deſigned. Mr. Ireland was ill, and would 
nevertheleſs come hither with me: ſo that 
I was obliged to ſtay till he was better. 
And indeed it was well that I did not come 
without him: for he has helped me to re- 
gulate my outward affairs, which were in 
great confuſion. Mr. Greaves leaves me: 
and I will either leave Madelcy, or have an 
Aſſiſtant able to ſtir among the people: ſor 
Thad much rather be gone than ftay here, 
bb to fee the dead bury: their dead. Well, 
we ſhall ſoon remove out of all, and: reſt 
ſtom dur little cares and labours. Lau do 
IF not forget, I hope, that you have need of | 
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: A i patience, as well as I, to inherit the pro- 
E miſes, the beſt and greateſt of which are 

2 ® 2 . nt ſcaled, but to ſuch as keep tlie word 
1 ol Chriſt's patience, and ſuch as perſetere 


1 him in bis cemptatigns. Hal on 
245 55 4 — | then, 5 
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ſeſſors ſtared at me the other day, when 1 
preached to them on theſe words, Ye ſhall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt : for the 

promiſe is unto you. Well, the promiſe is L 
unto us ; if others deſpiſe it, ſtill let us be- 


N 


( wg } 


| then; patient faith and joyful hope! If 1 


were by you, 1 would preach to your heart 
and my own, a lecture on this text, We are 


ſaved by hope, and by a. faith which is never 


ſtronger than when it is 5 to all 


| the! wenn of nem and N 


"wh Pray wat news of the hes ? Does 
the glory of the Lord fill the temple, your 
houſe, your heart? A cloud is over my - 
poor pariſh : but alas! It is not the Ju- 


minous cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 


by night. Even the few remaining -pro- 


lieve and hope. Nothing enlarges the heart, | 
and awakens the ſoul more, than that be- 
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lieving, loving expeRAation. Let us wait”. ; 
together, until we are all efidued with Poe 85 
7 nan on 222785 TO” 
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C N A N VII. 
/ his Marriage. 
7: A ETHOUGH the great Apoſtle has 
ranked the forbidding to marry 

among the dofirines of devils, and has ex- 
py declared, Marriage is honourable to 
all men, and the. bed undefiled : yet a kind of 
ice hangs on the minds of many even 
of thoſe that love God, , Inclining them to 
diſapprove of the marriage of perſans „ 
nent in religion. Vea many are of opinion 
chat it is not confiſtent with high degrees 
of holineſs: and that when any who have 
deep experience in the things of God 
marry, they are in ſome meaſure fallen. 
from grace. Hence many were ſurpri 
that ſo eminent a Chriſtian as Ms. ' Fletcher” 
ſbould take this. eps... And they could 
n help thinking, that be bad loſt 

ſome degree of his excellent piety, and has 
he was not fo unrelervedly devoted to God 
as he bas been ſometime before. 


« 7 . \ ; Go | 5 
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. In order to fatisfy « every. reaſonable... ” 
1 that he had not ſuſtained any oſs 
at all, that his entire ſelf-devotion' was a: 
nowiſe impaired, either before, or at the 
time of his marriage, I believe the moſt: 
convincing way will be, to give as par- 
ticular an account as poſſible of what oc- 
curred at that time. The account is given 
by one that was an eye and ear-witneſs:. 
of what ſhe relates; and whoever ſeriouſſy 
conſiders this account will eaſily pereeive, 
that his ſoul was at that time all alive, and 
wholly devoted to God. And I cannot but 
recommend this whole tranſaction, to the: 


imitation. of .all Chriſtians who enter he mY 


holy ſtate of Matrimony „ en, 


3. As I. think it highly expedient vb; 
premiſe ſome account of the perſon www 
Mr. Fletcher | choſe as his companion for 
e Jam glad to find this done to my⸗ | 7 55 5 
hand, in che letter, bich I. ſhall How: | 
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A Fee An Dir,, W 
1 think it my privilege, ul abe ofien 


b it a bleſſi ing, to comply with the re- 
queſt of my honoured Father, which-I now 


do alſo in great love. to my valuable and 


much eſteemed friends; Mr. and Mrs. 


Fletcher. I will therefore ' endeavour with 
the aſſiſtance of my gracious Lord, to 
recolle& and acquaint you with ſome par- 
ticulars of the life and character of theſe 
truly devoted ſervants of God, with whole 


| intimate acquaintance I have been favoured 
for near thirty years. But indeed 1 feel 
my great inſufficiency to relate what might 


be ſaid with the AAR bern of thele | 


worthies. ; * 4 : 4 $43 > 


„ My acquainiance with Mrs. Fletcher 


W when the was about ſeventeen years 
of age. dhe had ſrom her early childhood 
been ſtrongly drawn to ſeek tlie e 
= and vas now! athirſt- for Aa clean heart, - NE 
- longed to have a right. ſpirit renewed: W 


. 


3 her. Nor did her defire to love God with 


a her heart, lefſen but increaſe her Jove. 


( 329 ) 


to her neighbour ;; as 1, the-moſt UnWor= : 


2 am well able to te ſlify, to whom ſhe 


has been. a tried fande even to * en 25 


hour. | 


© To give you a clear view of "this, 
I need only tranſcribe part of a letter, 


Which ſhe wrote to me, * 29, 757. 


43 My deren Friend, Cnr , 
* The Lord has been des mera; 
PG all we can.aſk or think. I found a 
greater bleſſing the laſt time 1 was with: 


you than ever. I am more enabled ts 


Prayer, and to an earneft ſeeking after 
Holineſs. But what moſt ſtirs me up by 
I ſeem to hear the Lord calling upon me 

Depart ye, depart ye : go ye oub Ae? 25 


touch. not the unclean thing: be ye clean, that” 
bear the veſſels of the Lord.” For ſometime 


theſe words have been much i in my mind, 


- with: both: pleaſure and profit. But within 
this day: or two, the Lord has. more clearly 


- thewn me the way wherein I ought to walk. 
A He: ſcenis: to call me out to more active 


ie that J am ready to * „ fy 
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by © What wouldſi thou have me to tio" * 
Then I conſider, Can I do any more ot 
the ſouls or bodies of the poor about me ? 
But this does not ſeem to be the thing: 
What 1 am now led to wiſh for is, with 
both ſoul and body to ſerve thoſe who are 
in Chriſt. And as ſoon as the Lord has 
prepared me for his work, and ſet me 
at liberty, my firm relolation' is, by the 
grace of God, to be wholly: given up to 
the Church. I plainly ſee, 1 have no more 
to do with the world, than to allow myſelf 
te neceſſaries of life. And'though it has 
pleaſed God that I have no need to work 
for my living, yet ſurely that is no reaſon 
w hand ſhould be idle. 1. would be like 
=. - thoſe deſcribed, - 1 Tim. v. 10, To bring up 
k children, to lodge Arangers, to be ready to 
do the meaneſt offices for the laints: to 
= rTelirue the. affiiled; to viſit the ſatherleſs and 
3 willow, and: diligently to follow every good 
work. O pray for me that the Lord may 
1H BY IP? | ſhoxten his work in me, and quickly make 
þ 1 e an end of ſin! O that he would ſay to my 
_—_— ul. 7 "how! art. all Hair. my. dove * 


"6; 431) 


10 foot: in tee. 0 when ſhall I by wholly. 


given up, both body and ſoul, to un wi 
gave nmol for me. 


* 


« ] . * ſpirit of this E * 
but little expected to ſee theſe good defires 


brought ſo fully into practice, as they were 
in a few years after. And this may' ſuffice 
as a clear proof, that God fulfils the de- 


fires of them that fear him; yea, and ſhews 
unto them the path, wherein he would have 


you to walk. That her light given before 


was not deluſive is plain; as it is well 


known, how many years, ſhe has brought up 
chilgren, lodged ſtrangers, relicved the af. 
flicted, and s INOS every good 
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775 „With regard to the dear ſaint, that 


is now ſwallowed up in his beloved employ+ 


ment, praiſe and adoration, it is eight 9 i 5 3 


nine and twenty years, ſince I Was R 


favoured: with his heavenly. coniverlatic dg 5 


in company with Mr. Malſi anda few other _ 


Aga, moſt of whom : are now jth * wenn Ty 
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of Pri At theſe ſeaſohs how frequently 
did we feel | 


0 The 3 power of faving grace!“ 


F} 


Ho frequently were we filenced thereby, 


while tears of love our eyes o'erflowed! 
It ſweetly affects my ſoul. while I recollect 
the humility, fervor of ſpirit and ſtrength of 
faith, with which dear Mr. Fletcher ſo often 
poured out his ſoul, before the Great Three 
One, at whoſe feet we have lain in holy 
ſhame and divine ſilence, till it ſeemed 

earth was turned to heaven! With what 
delight does my ſoul recal thoſe precious 
moments ! Yet a little while, and we ſhall 


all magnify his name together. 


This beavenly-minded ſervant of the 
Lord reſembled him likewiſe in his love to 
precious ſouls. I heard him preach his firſt 
ſermon at Weſt-Street Chappel. I think his : 
text was, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
„end His ſpirit appeared in his whole 

attitude and action, e be could not 
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had much converſation together, and con- 


{4 183 1 
well;-fng. words i in the Engliſh 1 language te | 


expreſs himſelf: but he f upplied that defe&; 
by offering up prayers, tears and ſighs 
abundaptly. Nearly about this time he ſaw 


Miſs Boſanquet, and began his acquaintance | 
with her. But although, they, bad a par x 
ticular eſteem for each other, yet they hal _ 


no correſpondence. for above twenty years. 
It was not till the [yearly Conference drew 
near, in July 1781, that he paid her a 
viſit at her own houſe near Zecds. They 


tuadted an intimate acquaintance. Aﬀteria © - 
few days, Miſs Boſanguel alked Mr. fs 
advice, concerning Mr. Flelcher's propoſal, 
who approved it entirely, being perſuadeg, 
it would be much to the glory of God. He 
ſpent much of his time at Croft hall. till 
the following January. His general „„ 
verſat ion was praiſing God, And ſpeaking 
of, the love. of. our dear Redecmer. 1 5 
took opportunities likewiſe of ſpeakigg 8 
Z "BY: one in the fami v.. e the 1 
Rate. © ö Heir x fouls, 285 givingy N oh. 
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| thereto. 7 5 other” times, fie ker ub all to- 


PEE 


ther, and gave us proper exhortations and 
direQions. Our daily meals were as a ſa- 
crament ; When be drank to* any Ort it was, 
te Heavenly health,” 'or © The cup of fal- 
vation.” | At or after the r meal, he generally 
begun, or called u us to begin chat verſe, 


e $9 5 


"#9 2 | «Still, O wiy: ſonal ng EH 11 


© 7The' never-ceafing ſorigf ,,; ... 
12k cbt my theme, ny hope, my 1 | 
His be all my happy days! 152 
Praiſe my every hour employ: 


Every breath be ſpent in praiſe!” 


* 


Aſter dinner he often- ſung ſeveral 9 55 


vf Primitive Chriſtianity > en Ws 
Tex Jeet” N 13717 (28 ALSO 3; HE, 27 
Tha 0 that ay Lord, would count me meet, 
1 Lo waſh his dear Aan feet!” 


<a 


1 


"Sometimes he be man y,0 of thoſe Vein 


2 . 11 10. 
Vith tears (ircaming down. his Fate.” Thus 


dic he WT with God, filled with the Spirit 


"of his beloved Lord: by confirniing his love 


/ 60 all the family, and'caring bop ber ure 
Þ iritual and temporal concerns.” . 


. A 
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0 15 1 LG 
<8 My N was much affected, when 
he aſled each, of. u „ in. a ſweet, kupble 
manner, Can y You, give me your friend ? 

To think of parting was indeed grievous 
to us ll. Vet we did not. dare to withhold 
her from him: as We all believed he 
union was of God, and would, be to their > 
| e Wes 8 1 benefit. | The firſt | 


it, hs 1 "a 10 be perſelled in love.. He 1 "5 
| preached i in; many, Places while in Vork. — 
ſhire, and ta numerous congregations. 1 
vey Fd of 77 bo, were 1 blel 0 


- ' * p 


| ar 1 the an of ihe Holy 
Ghoſt, were Wah 5 2 HERR. 


„ 5 i 4 2 2 By 
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75 Monday, 8 12, „ was 4 aa . 
appointed FT the. outward uniting of thoſe, 3 
| _ Whoſe. hearts, were, before united by i . SY 
Holy Spirit. On tl the morning of this day 3 


e 1 met together o on thy folemy.” 


$ | * 


" "TT 9 
occaſion : who can all, as well as me, truly 
tay, I have been at one Chriſtian wedding. 
Jeſus was invited, and truly he was at our 
Cana. We reached Croſ;-hall before family- 
1 prayers: Mr. Fletcher was dreſſed in his 
3 8 and after giving out one of 
== r. We ſtey's Marriage hymns, he read the 
= ME, eighth. and ninth verſes of the 
_ nineteenth chapter of the Revelation : and 
poke from them in ſuch a manner, as 
| greatly tended to ſpiritualize the ſolemni- 
ties of the day. He ſaid, We invite 
1 vou to our wedding : but the Hoy Ghoſt 
: 3 here invites you to the marriage of the 
1 Lamb. The Bride, che Lamb's wife, bas 
made herſelf ready. This Bride conſiſts 
of the whole Church triumphant and 
militant united together. Ve may all be 
| the Bride, and [eſus will condeſcend to 
. ; =: WW; the. Bridegroom. , Make yourſelf ready 
1 bc being filled with the Spirit.” | He was 
oy ſoleran in pray er, and ſaid, Lord; 
5 thou knowelt, we would not take this ſtep, 
it ve had not eternity in view, and if Ke 
Vere on as willing to be carried into the 
85 15 im coy; 
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Chiu Ya . to 80 into ths; Church? — 
1 he reminded us, che poſtilionnss 
are; now ready to garry us to the Church, f 
in order to ſee ow nuptials ſolemnized; 2-2 
but Death will ſogn be here, t er 1 
us to the marriage; of the Lamb. kd - 


" j : ; | 
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15 On, the Way to to the Ehpeeki Ca 
Church, which was near two miles off A 
he ſpoke much of the myſtery Which W 
couched unden marriage, namely the unos 
between. Chriſt and his Church. The A 
fixſt Adam, ſaid be, received his wiſe from 
his fide : our heavenly Adam purchaſed ! 
his bride; by a fountain opened in his "= 
piereed kde. They were married in- the 
luace of the congregation; ther doors ve 
gpened, and every one came in that would. _ 

| We. then returned home, and ſpent a con = i 
dera le kim im ſinging and Iprayer. W - - n 
were mear twentyiaf / us. I then picked LL 
Urs Helelier with ſome Wedding i n! 
Ihe l. keg: them over. and gave zthem/1s 3 
N e He read he's FRA ys x ll 
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the top, weiß Hiſbands, love your un ves: 
Aid added, As Chrift loved the Church. 
Then turning to us, he faid, My God, 
what a taſk! Help me, my friends, by your 
| _ prayers to fulfil it. As Chrilt toved the 
Church 1 Ne hid afide his glory for her! 
He ſubmitted to be born into our world; 

iso be clothed with a human body, ſubject 
0 all our ſinleſs infirmities. He endurcd 
Shame, Contempt, Pain, yea, Death itfelf 

for his Chüreh! © my God, none is able 

10 fulfil chis taſk, without thine alwighty 


aid. Help me, O my ED n we, 
p © 5 ne ro l d b 
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=_ 7 + He. next Fs Wie 3 a your 
= tes ta your own huſbands; Mes. | Fletcher 
1 _ added, As unto the Lord: Well, my dear, 
3 returned Mr. Flicker," Omy in the Lord. 
=o "Ab if ever I wiſh: yo to do any thing 
og 23 . dtherviſe, reſiſt me with alt your might. 
; Þ : 8 From dinner; which was i. eee cl as 
| | welt en. natural one; wait bse 
ane was fpent chiefly in fervent 531 
= - beging. After ſinging the * Covenant 5 4 
"I 
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bymn, M © Hettle⸗ went to Nis Flldker 
and faid to her, welt, my deareſt friend, 
will you join with me in joining ourſelves 
in a perpetual covenant to the Lord ? W il 
you with me ſerve Him in his members ? 

Will you help me to bring fouls to the 
bleſſed Redeemer ? And in every poſſible 
way this day, lay yourſelf under the 
firongelt ties you can, to help me to glorify 


my gracious Lord?“ She anſwered, like one 


that well; knew where ber ſtrength lay, 
6 May my ee is to do! 2 1 8 


= i 14 1 * * 5 11 2 4 * ” 


; _ . 4 
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J. No: the- evening Mr. Vallon 1 


in athe Hall, from thoſe moſt ſuitable words, 
What ſhath I render unto the Lord for all has 
benefits ꝙ 1, will take the cup of \ ſalvation, ant 
call upon'the name of the Lord? His words 
did not fall to the ground: many were 
y* refreſhed. After preaching there | 

ſweet conteſt awong used every one 
thought, I, in particular owe the: greateſt 
Acht of 38 «0K we Jointly] agroed- 10 
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6 T8 praiſe-my; Makes, while. Fve. yk 
And when my Joſee is loſt 1 in death, | "TRY 
\ Praiſe ſhall employ my nobler | powers: "0 
"My days of praiſe ſhall ne er i be palt, 8 
4. lug life, or thought, or being tat, 
' Or mdr ty- A 


5 * — 5 
88 8 1 1 $001 n in 1 U e 


On the. Wang" bett the 


Seleti Society met: and it was a eee 
ſeaſon. Among other things Mr! Fletcher 
ſaid,” „ Some f you perhaps may be a 


if Lever married, he mod 


& be the perſon. 


| But de ws to _ for mg eo. think ol. 


For many years aſter, 1 * — ts 


Q . life, thinking it impoſſible to be 


us much devoted to God in a Marrled, as 


i a; Angle life. © But this Gbjcction was 
 rentaved; by reading / Enoch Bega fors' und 


ee And Enoch wa Wit God, 


4 


1 Is: 2 5 5 „ and 
. 8 
. * 


little ſurpriaed at the ſtep my: deareſt friend 

and I have taken. Rütr I aſfute you; it 
Vas the reſult of much prayer and mature 
5 deliberation. Five and eenty years ago, 
hen I firſt faw my dear wife, I thought, | 


22 


6 14 


ebe „/r Eds el l. 1 
ſaw, if Enoch at the head of a family might 
walk with God, and be fit for tranſlation; ; 


our ſouls under the goſpel | diſpenſation 5 


in a fimilar ſtate, if too great an attach- 


ment leading the ſoul from God, rather than 


to him did not take place: inſtead of that, 


which ſhould be a means of increaſing Its 
union with Jeſus. Vet ſtill many obſtacles | 


ſtood in my way: but at length they were 
all removed. Every mountain became a 
plain, and we are both well aſſured, that 


the oy ve took : hag, the: bl approbution 
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ouſy g in this world, but 


= * ' Where death ſhall all be 7 ms 

5 1255 "Ahd bodies part a apa 2% 

5 EO „ Soil ate: 16 15m, 8 4 3 
od . 


1 « On. 5 2, we we 1 A | 
very ſolem mn parting. But in the midſt of : 
all the ſorrow Which we felt, was a ſwest | 
aſſurance chat we ede pe bein, 8 | 


( 192 ) 


Shs brings to my mind a ſentence which 
he wrote to us, a little Helore, his, death. 
9 Time is ort. It remains, that we die 5 
daily. Stand faſt in Chriſt, the Reſurrettion 
B and the liſe. That ve; may haye. . err 
My run is, che wiſh and, Prayer of 
I | 1 Tour affeclionate eee 
e | JON Gu RY:F LETCHER.” 
CT 33.97 bind fools 
t alb the precious: ſay inge 
t of God, would require 
way eck. r his mouth was al- 
1 ways opened with ' wiſdom,” tehding to 
1 miniſter Since to the heart My (earneſt 
Prayer is, that the ſpirit of faith and love, 
5 and heavenly wiſdom, may reſt upon you 
allo, en r in e esteüſive 
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Altbobgh t could in Bowie ebnen th 


marriage, yet on” one account it gave me 


pain. When IWäas young, 1 was" eee 


ingly affected with a relation in Mr. 
Herbert's Life; an account of Mr. Farrar's 


— rpc wes ee on Wee ert lt. 4; OE ER. 


family, at Little Giddings, in Huntingdon- 
ſhire: a very. particular deſcription of 


N is given in the Arminian Magazine. 


Ilogged to ſee ſuch another family, in ay 


part of the three kingdoms. At length I | 


had my defire : : 1 did ſee exaRtly | ſuch 
another family: 'I fa a fanlily' full as much. 
devoted to God: full as regular in all cheir 
exerciſes of devotion, and at leaſt as e- 


emplary in every branch of Chriftian 


"holineſs. This 1 law, by the peculfar Fro- 15 


vidence of Cod, ſettled at 1. 


* 


0 that it bad continued there 1 The UE S | 


moval of it into Yorkſhire i & did, not advite 


nor- approve . However 11 re} joiced to ite ” 
it ſettled: ſomewhere : namely. at 'Croſs hall, 5 


near * Leeds. Again 1 did n that Was in 


my power, to perpetuate this glorious 85 
inſtitütion. t was now 4 diſſolved: 2 
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0 oppoſe !. O Gad. how, unſeqrchable. are 
thy judgments { And. thy. ways paſt finding 
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Ms his (Madriaya fil Wie nh. of his 
Fre 2A loft an 01.30 3:07 
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i ROM the time of. his altos at 
> x Madeley with Mrs. - Fletcher, he had 
50 1 return of his Conſumptive diſorder. 
On the contrary, by the bleſſing. of God 
- on, her peculiar care and tenderneſs, not 
only his health Was confirmed, but bis . 
ſtrength reſtored. as in the days of his 
Vouth. In the mean time he took c care to 
"employ, all his returning ſirength, in the 
work of faith and the labour-of love. More 
particularly i in that which he bad always 
found to be one of the 1 moſt difficult Parts 

of his duty. We have in this. Pariſh, 


ed the lenity | of the Magiſtrates, no 
23.6 


. ee, ee 
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leſs clo eight public houſes. Theſe ate 


well known to have been continual nut- 
ſeries for ſin, particularly on Sunday even 


-ings. It had been for many years his 
unwearied endeavour, to put an end to thele 
abuſes. Vet as he very ſeldom had a 
Churchwarden who was heartily willing to 
ſecond him therein, his endeavours were 


almoſt ineffectual, producing very little 


fruit. But for two years God was How 
pleaſed to favour him with a Churchwardeh, 
who was reſolved to at according to his 


oath: he then chearfully renewed his oh 
 2deavours, viſiting ſeveral of theſe houſes 


every Sunday (all of them in their turn) 
Im every one be bore a faithful teſtimon 
And in ſome it has been attended w 


much good. O that no one of thoſe wd 


have been at any time within the reach of 
his voice, may finally inherit that cutſe, S 
Behold, ge "Os 2 0 and ee and d periſh? * | 


. For weny years he had Ke with the 
deepeſt ſenſibility the diſconſolate condition 


up . uninſtruktecd children: and ſome 


"= - f years | 
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years ago he began a School, wherein he 
taught them himſelf every day. After pur- 
Iuing this method for ſome time, he erected 

a School in Madeley-Wood. But afterward 

his thoughts were much employed, con- 
cerning the Sunday- Schools: eſpecially 
ſince they were recommended to him, in a 
letter from Mrs. Derby, a perſon whom he 
always found ready to promote every good 
work. He then earneſtly ſet about pro- 
moting them in his on pariſh. Three 
hundred children were ſoon gathered to- 
_ gether, whom he took every opportunity of 
_inftruQting, by regular meetings, for ſome 
time before the Schools were opened. 
_ Theſe meetings he attended with the utmoſt 
e, to the very T burſday before his 
illneſs. In order to encourage the chil- 
dren, his method was to give them little 
hymn- books, pointing them to ſome friend 
. neighbour, who would teach them the 
bymns, and inſtrutt them to ſing. The 
little creatures were greatly taken with this 

new employment: inſomuch that many of 

them would, eue low themſelves. time 
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Cn}: 
to eat or ſleep, for the deſire. they had of 


learning their leſſons. At every meeting, 
aſter enquiring, Who had made the greateſt 
_ proficiency, he MO WR 5100 1 1 85 ſome 

| 1 en 5 | 414 
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3. In the inſtructing of Children, one 
great difficulty is, to draw and fix their 
attention. He had a ſingular gift for doing 
this, by making advantage of any inci- 
dent that offered. One day, while: he had 

a conſiderable number of children before. : 
him in the Preaching-houſe, as he was per- 
ſuading them to mind what they ere about, 
and to remember the text which he was 
going to mention, juſt then a Robin flew- 
into the houſe, and their eyes were pre- 
ſently turned after him. Nov, ſaid hes 
I ſee you can attend to that Robin. Well, 

J will take that Robin for my tet.“ Hel 
then gave them an uſeful lecture on/thef 
| harmleſsneſs of chat little creature and 'thet * 1 
5 tender care of it's n ll th N 
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4. When he obſerved, that the number 
oF children, inſtead of falling off, as was 
expected, increaſed continually, he wrote 
ſome Propoſals to the Pariſh, which were 
received with the greateſt unanimity. Many 
of the rich as well as the trading people, 
lent their helping hand, not only to defray | 
the expence-of Teachers, but alſo to raiſe, a 
convenient houſe in Coalbrook- Dale, for the 
inſtruction of the numerous children that 
nt on that kde of the . 
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. . The Propoſal was . Our 
national depravity turns greatly on theſe 
| * two hinges, The Profanatiou of the Lord's. 
| day, and the neglett of the Education of 

Children. Till ſome way is found of 

fopping up theſe: two, great inlets of wick- 
edneſs, we muſt expe to ſee our work - 
| hovſes filled with aged parents, forſaken. 
bo by their prodigal children, with: wives for- 
2 faken by their faithleſs huſbands, and with 
te wretched oftcpring of lewd women, 
and drunken men. Nay, we may expelt 
e ide — and even the gallows 
| , "PE - 


i(w') 


largely ſtocked (to the perpetual regiroach 
of our nation) with unhappy wretches; ready 
to fall a am mages to the laus of their 
country. It is a common obſervation 
(fays Dr. Gibſon, late Biſhop of Lond 
that public criminals, when they come to 


their unhappy end, and make their dying 


declarations to the world, generally charge 
the ſinful courſes in which they have lived, : 
to the neglect and abuſe of the Lord gday, as. 
the firſt occaſion of leading them into all 
other wickednefs. And conſidering how 
frequently theſe declardtions are repeated, 
and how many other inſtances of the, fame. 

kind, though leſs public, are notorious; 
enough to thoſe who will abſeraa: 3 
they may well be a warning to us, to cn 
fider a religious obſervation of che Lords. 
day, as the beſt preſervative of virtue at 1 
religion, and the neglett and profanation of 5 
ie as the greateſt inlet: 10 ee 
ft 3p 4 bo. rant; ie; FLY 143 5 
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| 669 Fhe want of educa in children, is 
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tices, diſobedꝭent· 
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one of the vincipal cauſes of the miſery of 
families, cities and nations; ignorance, vice 
and miſery: being conſtant compan ions. The 
hardeſt heart muſt melt at the melancholy 
fight of ſuch a number of children, both 
male and female; who live in groſs igno- 
rance and habitual profanation of the Lord's- 
day. What crowds fil} the fireets and 
fields, tempting. each other to-. idleneſs, 
lewdnefs, and every other ſpecies of wicked- 
neſs? Is it an wonder we ſhould have fo 
many andutiful children, unfaithful appren- 


vants, untruſty work- 
of fociety. ? Whence fo. much rapine, 
fornication and blafphemy;?* Do not alb 
theſe cvis.center in ignorance and: contempi 
f the Lord 'i-day ® Aud thalÞ-we n 
N theſe: 7 

70 7. . eee ES lere | 
of the next generation, and well-wiſhers to. 
Church and State, have- already ſet us a. 
fair example-in-Froud;" Gloucęſter, Birming- 
Aer, Briſtol, and many: 


country 
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country pariſhes; They have attempted to 
remedy. theſe evils by ſetting up Sunday- 
Schools, which by keeping chitdren from 
corrupting one another, by promoting their 
attendance on divine worſhip, and by 
planting the firſt principles of uſeful know- 
ledge in their minds and of piety in their 
hearts, bid fair for a public reformation of 
manners, and for nipping in the bud the. 
ignorance and impiety which ''is | every * 
where ſo common among the lower ant 
f * numerous claſſes of Fein ie 


8. The Propotite? eoneerning "Buridhy 
Schools in the Nn of . n as 
los: Ko) 
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8 Tr is people That + 
be ſet up in this/parifh;: for ſuch Children 
as are employed all the week, and for thoſe- 
whoſe education has. been. une totally 

_—— =. 5 


Nr 
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That the Children edinines hs. 

efe, be taught Reading, Writing, and 

te principles „ ee 
III. Thas . 


( ). 


I. That there be a School for” Boys 
and another for Girls, in Madeley, Madeley- 
en ny Cvalbrook: Dale, fix | in all. 


IV. That a Gab ſummon 85 3 to 
pay each Teacher one Shilling per Sunday, 
and to een tables, farms en . and 
ink. er 
ay hint 1 2 
V. That Ms > Trealazers ba reed to 
alk. and receive the contributions of che 
: Subſer Were. 1 is aps: 


4 


1 
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1 rp whoever fublerbexone Guinea 


"via. That three or four. Inſpeclors . 
7 ppointed, Who are to vilit the Schools 
once a week, to ſee that the Children 
; attend rk. and u the Maſters dy their 


4 


VIII. That a 1 "bet prob; or 
> fetting down all receipts and expences ; and 

another, for the names of the Penker aps 
| the Scholars. HOSTS ee 
ς⅛ . Tha 
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IX. That the Schools be ſolemyly vi- 
fited. once or twice a year: and a premium 


given to the Children that have made the) 


greateſt n, e n 


9. As to the ſucceſs. of his unwearied 


labours, although he was much diſcouraged 
when, he firſt returned from abroad, finding 
ſo many of thoſe who had once run well, 
grown weary and faint in their mind: yet 
it vas not long before he found: freſh; | 
| cauſe. to rejoice, and to kn.. that Gad, 
was with him of a truth. It was not long 
before he obſerved that genre, Sele 


it was not only an Are deko 
even of many that had been notorious: 
for all manner of vickedneſs: but an in- 
Wand alſo; many both young and ol, 


learned to vorſhip God: * Tora and in 


truth. A conſidexable; number of theſe: 
{till mourn, as ſheep: bereaved; of their: 
| ſhepherd. And yet one cannot: doubt, but: 
a ſtill larger company of his own children; - 


| have hailed him an the celeſtial [ ſhore; 


* 
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= | ſhould be che to come down, without 


. 

But che ſeaſon is coming when all ſecrets 
ſhall be laid open; and all the jewels of 
his crown ſhall be made manifeſt in that 


—— 


day. AN 


10. One inſtance of the ſucceſs. of his 


maile he mentioned ſome years ſince at 
Briſtol. One Sunday, ſaid he, when 1 


had done reading prayers at Madeley, 1 


went up into the pulpit, intending to preach 


a ſermon, which J had prepared for that 


purpoſe. But my mind was ſo confuſed, 


that 1 er- not recollect either my text or 
5 of my ſermon. I was afraid I 


vying any thing. But having recollected N 
myſelf a liule, I thouglt 1 would ſay ſome- 


thing on the firſt - Leſſon, which was the 


third chapter of Daniel, containing the 
account of the three children caſt into the 


inmce: 1 und in doing it ſuch an 


extraordinary aſſiſtance from God, and ſuch 
apeculiar enlargement of beart that 1 
1 poſed) there muſt be ſome peculiar: cauſe for 


ſup- 


1.0 1 therefore Weg if any of the con- | 


A N ” ' et ant 
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gregation ** any ching particular, they 
would en me with it in the enſuing 
week. | 1 LS NSD Is e 


* In STAT "robe of this, the Wedel. 
day after, a woman came, and gave me 
the following account. I have been for 
ſome time much concerned about my foul. 4 
I have attended the Church at all oppor- 
tunities, and have ſpent much time in 
| private prayer. At this my huſband (who 
is a Butcher) has been exceedingly enraged, F 


and threatened me ſeverely what he vould : 


do, if I did not leave off going to John ” 


 Flatcher's Church: yea, if I dared. to go 


any more to any religious Meetings what- 


ſoever. When I told him, I could. not in 
conſcience reſrain from going, at leaſt to 
our pariſh Church, be grew quite out- 1 
rageous, and 12 0 dreadfully, if 1 went | 
any more, he wouk cut my throat as Toon 1 
as I came h ome», "his made me ey 5 
mightily. to God, that he would ſupport me 
in the trying hour. And though | 1 did not 
feel any great degree of comfort, yet having 
a ſure confidence 1 in God, I determined to : 


% 


* 4 _ : 0 *. 
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g0 on in my any. and leave the event i 


to Him. Laſt Sunday, after many ſtruggles 
with the Devil and my own heart, I came 
down ſtairs ready for Church. My huſ- 
band aſked me, whether I was reſolved 
to gõ thither? 1 told him, I was. Well 
then, ſaid he, I ſhall not (as 1 intended) 
cut your throat, but I will heat the oven 
and throw you into it, the moment you 
come home. Notwithſtanding this threat- 
ening, which he enforced with many bitter 
oaths, 1 went to Church, praying all the 
way, that God would ſtrengthen me to 
ſuffer whatever might befal me. While 
you was {peaking of the three children 
hom Nebuchadnezzar caſt into the burning 
hery furnace, I found it all belonged to 
me, and God applied every word to my 
heart. And when the ſermon was ended, 
5 thought, if 1 had a thouſand lives, 1 
could lay them all down for God. I felt 
my whole ſoul ſo filled with his love, ,that 1 
haſtened home, fully determined to give 


— , myſelf to whatſoever God pleaſed: nothing 


doubting, but that either he would take me 
10 beaven, if he ſuffered me to be burnt to 


1 23 „ death, 


a. 
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| death, or that he would ſome way deliver 
me, even as he did his three ſervants that 
truſted in Him. When I got almoſt to our 
own door, I ſaw the flames iſſuing out of 
the mouth of the oven. And I expected 
nothing elſe, but that I ſhould be thrown 
into it immediately. I felt my heart rejoice, 
that if it were ſo, the will of the Lord would 
de done. I opened the door, and to my 
utter aſtoniſhment, ſaw my huſband upon 
his knees, wreſtling with God in prayer, for 
the forgiveneſs of his fins. He caught me 
in his arms, earneſtly begged my pardon, 
and has continued diligently .ſeeking God 
ever ſince. I now know Why my ſermon 
was taken from me, _— that God wight 
mu man bis REL | 


\ 


11. Many 4 were as dangers he * 
throught in the courſe of his miniſtry ; - but 
the Lord delivered him out of all. One 
of theſe _ LIE reines! in the follow- | 
* words, V lt LIE 
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My huſband having appointed to preach 


one Sunday at a Church about' fourteen 
miles off, I felt ſome concern for his riding 


ſo far, and doing the whole Sunday's duty 


twice: eſpecially as it was neceſſary for 
him to return home the ſame night. The 


evening being exceeding dark — wet, 1 
Vas ſtrongly led to commend him to God 


in prayer. While I was doing this, it was 
ſuggeſted to me, that his horſe was fallen, 


and had thrown him over his head : and 
the whole ſcene appeared to be clearly re- 


preſented before my eyes. My God, 
{aid I, he is thine. His life, his limbs, his 


health are all thine ! I commit him to thee 
by faith. Immediately that word was im- 


preſt on my heart, The | righteous is in the 


land of the Lord: and there ſhall no evil 
touch him. And it impowered my foul 
with ſuch a ſweetneſs, that I could feel no 


fear. The night was uncommonly bad, 
awhich occaſioned many friends to continue 
with me. And while they expreſſed their 
great uneaſineſs at his ſtaying two hours 


longer than we could well account for, 1 


Nas 


. 
was obliged to hide the calmneſs I felt by 
filence, leſt ſome ſhould have ſuppoſed 
it inſenſibility.“ At laſt he came well, 
and praiſing God; ; but aſked for water to 
waſh himſelf, becauſe his horſe had fallen, 
and thrown him with great force over his 
head. Yet, glory be to God, he was no 
way hurt, except having a little ſkin grazed 
from one of his fingers. As he ſet the 
Lord always before him, ſo he found his 
help in every time of need.” 


12. The laying the foundatfon of the 
Sunday-Schools at Madeley, was the laſt 
public work in which he was employed. 
But as the liberal man is ever devifing 
- liberal things, he had ſeveral plans in his 
mind, for preſerving -a great number of 
deſolate children, brought up only to beg 
and teal. Such this populous parifh, (and 
indeed moſt others) afford in great abun- 
dance. He bad likewiſe propoſed . 


* 1 1 en have proclaimed it KR 
giving the glory to God, for the comfort of al 
_ were preſent, 


0 2 | eng 
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various little Trafts,* for the uſe of the 
Schools. But He who cannot err, ſaw 


good to call his Servant hence to. enjoy 
rather than leave him here to do and 
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CHAP. Ws + 
is Charatler. 


Am ſenſible, it is the method of almoſt 
all Writers, to place the Character 
of a man at the concluſion of his Life. 
But there ſeems to be a particular reaſon 
for varying from the uſual practice in 


wa place. The death of Mr. Fletcher 


* I do not t regret his not living to write thoſe 
tracts: becauſe I deſpair of ſeeing any in the 
"Engliſh tongue, ſuperior to thoſe. extracts from 
Abbe” Fleury and Mr. Pozret, publiſhed under the 
title of Inſtructions for Children.” I have 
never yet ſeen any thing comparable to them, 


eicher for depth of ſenſe, or plainneſs os language. 
eb wy 5 g 47 (hardly 


( 6 Y 
(hardly to be paralleled in the preſent 
century) was ſo uncommon a diſplay of the 
power and goodneſs of God inbehalf of his 
bighly-favoured Servant, that it is not proper 
for any thing to come after it. It muſk 
needs therefore cloſe the whole account. 
2. From even the imperſect account, 
which has been given of this great and 
good man, any diſcerning perſon may with 
very little dithculty extract his Character. 
In general, it is eaſy to perceive, that a 
more excellent man has not appeared in 
the Church for ſome ages. It is true, in 
ſeveral ages, and in ſeveral countries, 
many men have excelled in particular vir- 
tues and graces. But who can point out 
in any age or nation, one that ſo highly 
excelled in all? One that was enabled in 
ſo large a meaſure to put on the ufole 
armour of God ? Vea, ſo to put on Chriſt, 
as to perfect Moline in the fear of CO * 


5 Yet there. is a pen Aünßcule i in 


giving a full account of either his Life or 
| O 3 N 


Character, becauſe” we have ſcarce any light 


from himſelf. He was upon all occaſions 


very. uncommonly reſerved in ſpeaking of 
himſelf, whether in writing or converſation, 
He bardly ever ſaid any thing concerning 
himſelf, unleſs it ſlipped from him unawares. 
And among the great number of papers 
which he has left, there is ſcarce a Page, 
{except that ſingle account of his conver- 
ſion to God) relative either to his own 
inward experience, or the tranſactions of 
his life. So that the moſt of the informa- 
tion we have is gathered up, either from 
hort bints ſcattered up and down in his 
letters, from what he had occafionally 
dropped among his friends, or from what 
one and ahother remembered concerning 
him. In writing the lives and characters 
of eminent men, the Roman Catholics 
bave a great advantage over us. The 
85 pious members of the Church of Rome 
make a confcience of concealing any thing 


1 41 their ] Directors, but diſcloſe to them 


the circumſtances of their lives, and 
al the kexers of of their hearts: wertes very 


PA 4 by few 
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Ae of "I Proteſtants Wield to: others 


even their moſt intimate friends, what 
paſſes between. God and their own fouls: 


at leaſt not of ſet purpoſe. Herein they 
forget, or at leaſt diſregard, that wiſe 
remark of the ancient Writers (exactly 


agreeable to various paſſages that occur in 
the Canonical Scriptures) 17 is good to con- 


ceal the ſecrets of a King, but to declare the 


„ fi the Lord. 


i 


4. This defe& was indeed in ſome mea- 
ſure ſupplied, by the entire intimacy which 


ſubſiſted between him and Mrs. Fletcher. 
He did not willingly, much leſs deſignedly, 


conceal any thing from her, They had no 


ſecrets with regard to each other, but had 


indeed one houſe, one purſe, and one 


heart. Before her it was his invariable 
rule, to think aloud: always to open the 


window in his breaſt. - And to this we are 


indebted for the knowledge of many par- 


buried! in oblivion. 


ticulars, which . muſt otherwiſe ay ew | 
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5. But whatever the materials were, how. 
- ever compleat our informations, yet I am 
thoroughly ſenfible of my own inability 
to draw ſuch a portrait as Mr. Fletcher 
deſerves. I have no turn at all for pane- 
gyric: I have never accuſtomed myſelf to 
it. It gives me therefore no ſmall ſatis. 
faction to find, that this is in a great mea- 
ſure done to my hands. The picture is 
already drawn; and that by no mean pencil. 
All then which I fhall attempt is, to re- 
touch Mrs. Flelcher's obſervations, and now 
and then to add a few articles, either from 
my on knowledge or from the information 

| of others. 


e 


* 


. The following are Woſtiy 1 own 
= dues, for where they are clear and ex- 
= . preſlive, : as they generally are, I do not think 
3 it Ns + to alter them for altering lake. 


95 Whatever he wight be with regard to 
Charity, faid ſhe, he was no leſs eminent for his 
ſpirit of Faith. Indeed he was not ſo much 
led by fights or impreſfions (which many 

* — for faith) as abundance of people 
; | have 
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have evi but by a ſteady, firm | relic nd. 
upon the love and truth and faithfulnefs of 


God. His ardent deſire was, ſo to be- 


lieve, as to be a partaker of all the great : 


and precious promiſes : to be a witneſs of 
all that mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus, 


And being conſcious that he muſt be cru- 


cified with his Maſter, or never reign with 
him he gave himſelf up to Him, whom 
he = FOE ſet before him, to lie in 'his 


hand as the paſſive clay. He would often 


fay, It is my buſineſs im all events, to hang 


iis thr” Lend with . . rae. 


fidence, that he will order all things in the 


| beſt time and manner. Indeed it woud 
be nothing to be a believer, nay, in truth 


there would be no room for faith, if every 
thing were ſeen here. But againſt hopę 


to believe in hope, to have a full eon 


 fidenee in that unſeen power, which fa 
mightily ſupports us in all our dangers: and 
_ difficulties, this is the believing which is 
| acceptable to God. Sometimes when I 
have expreſſed ſome apprehenſion of an 
approaching trial, he would anſwer, I do 
| is not 


* 
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not doubt but the Lid orders al; a | 
fore I leave every thing to Him. In out- 
ward dangers, if they were ever ſo great, 
he ſeemed to know no ſhadow of fear. 
When I was ſpeaking once, concerning a 
danger, to which we were then parti- 
cularly expoſed, he anſwered, I know God 
always gives his angels charge concerning 
us: therefore we are * ſafe Tery 
vbere. 
= | Not leſs eminent than his Faith was 
his Humility, Amidſt all his laying himſelf 
out for God, and for the good of ſouls, he 
ever preferved that ſpecial grace, the making 
no account of his own labours. He held 
himſelf and his own abilities, in very low 
eſteem ; ; and feemed to bave that word 
continually before his eyes, I am an un- 
profitable ſervant.” And this humility was 
{ rooted in him, as to be moved by no 
affront. - I have ſeen many, even of the 
moſt provoking kind, offered him ; but he 
received thei as his proper gortion: being 


» 
% Id 
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(467) 
ſo far from defiring the honour. which 
cometh of men, that he took pleaſure. in 
being little and unknown. Perhaps it 
might appear from ſome paſſages of his 


life, that in this he even leaned to an ex- 


treme. For genuine humility does inot 
require, that any man ſhould deſire to be 
deſpiſed. Nay we are to avoid it, ſo far as 


ve poſſibly can, conſiſtently with a good 
conſcience ; for that direction, Let no man 
deſpiſe thee, concerns N man as war” as 


T mol ſiy. 


It is rare to meet with an eminent 
perſon that can bear an equal. But it was 
his choice and his delight, to prefer every 
one to himſelf. And this he did in ſo free 
and eaſy a manner, that in him it appeared 


perfectly natural. He never willingly ſuf- 
fered any unkindneſs ſhewn to him to be 


mentioned again; and if it was, he generally 
anſwered, * O let it drop; we will offer it 
in ſilence to the Lord.” And indeed the 


beſt way of bearing croſſes, is to conſecrate "4 


* in filence to God, 


„ From 
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* F rom this root of Humility ſprung 
dach a Patience, as 
deſcribe ur imitate. It produced in him 
a moſt ready mind, which embraced every 
_ croſs with alacrity and pleaſure. For the 
good of his neighbour, nothing ſeemed hard, 
Nothing weariſome. Sometimes I have 
been grieved to call him out of his ſtudy 
two orſthree times in an hour: eſpecially 
when he was engaged in compoſing ſome 


"with I could either 


of his deepeit works, But he would anſwer, 
with his uſual ſweetneſs, © O my dear, 


never think of that. It matters not, if we 
are but always ready to meet the will of 
F God,” It is conformity to the will of God 


that alone makes an employment excellent. 


: He eres thought any thing too mean, but 
fin; he looked on nothing elſe as beneath 
his character. If he overtook a poor man, 
dor voman on the road, with a burden too 
beavy for them, he did not fail to offer his 

ſtance to bear part of it. And he would 
vet eably take a denial, This therefore be 
da ſeaquently deset. 
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In bearing Pain he was moſt ex- 
a emplary, and continued more and more 
ſo to the laſt. Nor was it leaſt remarkable 
in the moſt humbling part of the miniſtry, 
5 the coming down to the capacities of the 
ignorant. Nevertheleſs he had a moſt 
reſolute courage, in the reproving of ſin. 
To daring ſinners he was a Son of Thunder; 
and no worldly conſiderations were re- 


| garde 1 whenever he believed God had 
given him a meien to deliver, to any of 

them. 25 b b ru 449 FI 
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0 "wi conlcerabte. pott el Humility | 
is, to know our n place and: ſtand 
therein. Every member has its peculiar * 
appointment. in the human body, where 
the wiſe Maſter-builder has, placed i it. And 
it is well, While cach continues in 1 its place. 
But as every. diſlocated bone gives pain, 
and muſt continue 10 to do, till it is ke. | 
placed in its proper ſocket: fo every. 
diſlocated affection muſt give pain to the 
. till it is reſtored to: its own place; till 1 
of | x fixt in Gd. ill we reſign gur 
| e r 1 15 P | ks whole 
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_ whole. ſelves; to the diſpeſal of infinite 


wiſdam. This is the proper place of every 
rational creature: and in this place he 
invariably ſtood. Whatever he believed 

to be the will of God, he reſolutely per- 
formed, though it were to pluck out a 

right eye, to lay his Jaac on the altar. 
When it appeared that God called him to 
any journey, he immediately prepared ſor 


it, without the leaſt heſitation: although 


for the laſt years of his life, he hardly ever 
travelled to any conſiderable diſtance, 
without feeling ſome tendency to a re- 
lapſe into his former diſtemper. And it 
_ was uſually ſome weeks after his return, 
an recovered his uſual ſtrength. 


4 + Humilitycominually produces A Meek neſs, 
and the latter bears an exact proportion 
to the former. 1 received a letter on this 
head but a few days ſince, which it may 


II 


not x be 1 lroproper + to ſubjoin. 
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. 4 Rev. Sir, ein 04715 


I was yeſterday in company with . 


ral al'Clergymen, Vas "Rong other things 
* mentioned 


{71 . 
ednet Mr. Fletcher, and ſcemab N 
ticularly. anxious, that in the account of 
ie Lin a proper degree of caution ſhould 
be obſerved, in the panegyric that may 
be applied to his Character- They ſay 
he Was extremely paſſionate; and that 
there Was in many inſtanees an auſtere 
{ſeverity and rigour, in his conduct to the 
young people under his care, particularly 
at Trevecka. As this information comes 


from a Gentleman; eminent for his knowW- 


ledge of mankind, and univerſally eſteemed, 


as one of the greateſt. genius 's. of the age, 


and one whoſe veracity: has never been 
| queſtioned, it will ane eee in 
the ee nen hit ente 
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7 p 15 am Ale this is inforthation/ came to 
my hands in time, as it may now receive 
ſo ſufficient an anſwer, as will probably 
wat t . See N Reader, 
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| Two i 3 aſſorted. congerning/” 
Mr. Fletcher; the firſt, That he was ex- 
5 yay Nw" the ſecond, n ne 
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Was an auſtere ſeverity and Yigour in his 
conduct toward the young perſons under 
his care, particularly at Treuccla. The 
former aſſertion is unqueſſionably true: 
ſuch he was by nature. The latter 1 
queſlion much, with regard to his c duct 
at Tern, as well as at Trevecha. None can 
be a more competent witneſs of his conduct 
at Tern, than Mr. Vaughan, who lived fo 
long in the ſame houſe: and whoſe teſti- 
mony concerning him has been ſo largely 
1 given in the preceding pages. But waving 
L this: can it pöſſibly be ſuppbſed, that 
1 either Mr. Hill, or his ſons, then verging 
toward manhood, would have borne the 
auſtere rigour and ſeverĩty of a young man, 
that received his bread from them? Vea, 
and that year aſter year? 4 8 0 ſupe 
| 5 _ ſhocks wo a ak ich 


* 


8. cally Incredible 1 FE Aerion 

| of 95 © auſtere ſeverity and rigour,” to- 

- ward the young men at Trevec la. This iT 
inconſiſtent with the whole account given 


eu. Benny au * and car. wines of 
= 7: +l 
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FR his. condukt. Had it, been true in, any 
degree, would it have been poſkble that 
he ſhould have been ſo. eſteemed and be- 
loved by thoſe very young men ? cannot 
form the leaſt conjetture, whence ſuch, an 
aſſextign could ariſe, unleſs/it was N 
ome young man, after Mr. Fletcher was 
diſmiſſed, in order to aide oſs 
with his Paroneſs, 
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1 The Sada account e Mii: 

Benſon, gives of him from, perſonal dy Ra 
ledge is this. Mre Fletcher, ſays he, was | 
naturally a man of ſtrong paſſions, and prone. 

to anger in particular: inſomuch that he has 

frequently thrown himſelf on the floor, and 

laid there moſt of the night bathed 3 in tears, 

imploring victory over. bis own. ſpirit. And 

he did not ſtrive, in vain : he did obtain the 
victory in a very eminent degree. Fo, ö 
twenty years and upwards beſore his. death, [4 
no one ever ſaw him out off temper, 1 4 
heard him utter, a raſh expreſſion, on Y mm 

| provocation. whatever. I have often, thought = 
I the ee that en Burnet Un unt oy 1 I 1 
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Hiſtory of his own times) bears of Arche 
Biſhop Leighton, might be borne of bim 
with equal propriety: © After an intimate 
acquaintance with the Archhiſhop for many 
years, and after being with him by night 
and by day, at home and abroad, in public 
and in private, on ſundry « occaſions and in 
Various affairs: 1 muſt ſay, I never heard 
an idle word drop from his lips, nor any 
converſation which was not to the uſe of 
= edifying. I never faw him in any temper, in 
Which I myſelf would not have wiſhed to be 
| 38 5 found at death.“ Any that bas been in- 
1 timately acquainted with Mr. Fletcher, will 
ay the fame of him. But they that knew 
= him beſt, y- fy it with the moſt alſurance. 
; „. N Ding cite from the world 
= --. anf Love of the poor, Mrs. Pletcher joins 
=_ - together. eu Never, ſays ſhe, did I be- 
hold any one more dead to the things of 
the world. His treaſure was above: und 


F : p | a 
1 0 was his beart alſo. He always remem- 
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things of this 4 ife. Tt was his conflagy: ens. 
deavour to preſerve a mind free and diſen- 
cumbered :. and he was exceeding wary of 
: undertaking any buſineſs, that might diſtract 
and hurry it. Vet in his worldly concerns, 
knowing himſelf to be a ſteward for God, 
he would not through careleſsneſs waſte 
one penny. He likewiſe judged it to be 
his bounden duty to demand what he knew' . 
to be his right. And yet he could welt 
reconcile this with that word, He that will 
have thy coat, let him have thy cloak a Io. 
Indeed whether he had leſs or more, it 

was the ſame thing upon his own account: 7 
as he had no other uſe for it, but io ſpread 

the goſpel, and to aſſiſt the poor. And he 

frequently ſaid; he never was happier, 

than when he had given away the laſt = 
penny he had in his houſe. If at any 
time 1 had gold in my drawers, it ſeemed - 
to afford him no comfort. But if he could 
| finda handful of ſmall filver, when hes 
was going out to ſee the fick he would? 
js . as much pleaſure over it as" 4 mier 5 


Would; in diſcovering 4 beg of hid treafure: 
oy 2 | | 1 | | He 
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— 
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He was never es pleaſed. with my. em- 
ployment, than when he had ſet me to 
prepare food or phyſic for the poor. He 
was hardly able to reliſh his dinner, if 
ſome lick neighbour had not a part of it; 

and ſome times, if any one of them was 
in want, I could not keep the linen in bis 
drawers. On Sundays he provided ſor 
numbers of people, who came from a 
diſtance to hear the word: and his houſe as 
well as his heart, was devoted to their con- 
venience : 00 relieve them that were af- 
flicted i in body or mind, was the delight 
of his heart. Onge a poor man who feared 
| God, being brought into. great difficulties, 
| he took down all the pewter from the kitchen 
ſhelyes, faying, * This will belp you: and 
1 can do without it: a wooden trencher 
will ſerve me juſt as well. In epidemic 
and contagious diſtempers, when the neigh- 
bours were afraid to nurſe the ſick, he has. 
gone from houſe to ouſe, ſeeking ſome 
that were willing. to undertake it. And 
when ns Nabe be found, he has. offered | 


13 
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? 
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But this was at his [firſt fetting out here. 
At prefent there appears in many (and bas 
done ſo for many years) a moſt war n 
to viſit and relieve the: e | 


"£40 He thoroughly complied with tha 
ws OE #7512 ; een a4 


— 


0 « Give, to all ſomething: toa a appd poor man, = 
Til thou change hands, a and be where he began.” 


I have heard bim ſay, that when he lived 
alone in his houſe, the tears have come imo 
| his eyes, when one has brought kim ice or 
1 inſignificant” letters, at three or four 

pence apiece: and perhaps he had only a 
ſingle ſhilling in the houſe, to diſtribut@ 
among the poor to whom he was going. 
He frequently: ſaid to me, O Polly, can 
we not do vithout beer? Let us drink 
Vater, and eat leſs meat. Eet our e 
ny oP to . extremities 8 ad Wy 5 

bt N 7 
1. 1 wich alt his eme ty⸗ and 
Charity he was ſtrielly careful, to follow 
5 the er of the Apoſtle, Oue no man any 
e thing. 
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thing; He contracted no debt. While 
he gave all he had, he made it a rule to 


pay ready money for every thing: believing. 


this was the beſt way to keep the mind 
unencumbered and free from care. Mean- 
while his ſubſtance, his time, his ſtrength, 
his life, were devoted to the ſervice of the 
poor. And laſt of all he gave me to them. 
For when we were married, he aſked me 
ſolemnly, © Whether I was willing to marry 
his pariſh ?” And the firſt time he led me 
among his people in this place, he ſaid, 
«I have not married this wiſe, only for 
myſelf, but for you. I aſked her of the 
Lord, for oy ror ay well as un 
| Aa 3 r e 
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08 
1. All his life, 4 as well 25 Friis h "his 
Ine, particularly at Newington and Briſ- 
_ lngton (as has been largely related) he was 
grateful, in a very high degree, to thoſe. 
who conferred the leaſt benefit upon him: 
yea, or even endeavoured fo to do; One 
of theſe was Mr. Richard Eduards, of 
„ n to whoſe care he was committed as 
2 Leader 


* pa p 
— * * 
34 
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a-Leader, when he was firſt adtnitted into 
lhe London Society. A lively ſenſe of che 
kindneſs which Mr. Edwards then ſhewed 
him, he retained to the end of his life. 
This he teſtified by repeated letters: one 
or two of which it * be well to trans 
{cribe. 


Tern, OA. 19, ; 1756. — 
* Deareſt Brother, 


This is to let you know, that (prails 2 
| be to the Lord;) I am very well in body 
and pretty well in ſoul—But I have very 
few Chriſtian friends here. And God has 
been pleaſed to take away the chief of 
thoſe few by a moſt comfortable death. 
And lately 1 heard that my my 
gone the way of all fleſh. ' "Bu the glorious = 
_ circumſtances of his death make me ample 
amends for the ſorrow which 1 felt. For 


ed father” Tx ; 5 


ſome years 1 have wrote to. him with 4 \ og 


much freedom as 1 could have done to 10 


. 
ſon, though not with ſo much effect as 1 


wifhed. But laſt Spring God viſited him 
5 with a ſevere hes; which brought him to 


A ſenſe 
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à ſenſe of himſelf. And after a hp re- 
pentance, he died about a month ago, in 
the full aſſurance of faith. This has put 
ſeveral of my friends on thinking ſeriouſl;, 
which affords me eons cauſe of thankful 

nels. A 5 


Your unworthy Brother 


3 and Servant in the Lord, 
JOHN: FLETCHER. wo 


? 
EC 


on hong T years after he wrote to him as 
Hallows; 1 | 


* 


* 5 1 Foam you. for your encouraging ob- 
uam, ph want them, and ule them by 


{I's Þ 


yours,!. . bad not had* tine. ny of 
| preaching :. ſo incenſed were all the Clergy 
againſt me. One however let me have 
the uſe of his Church, the, Abbey! Church 
at Shremſbury. I preached in the forenoon 
with ſome degree « of- the demonſtration of 
the Spirit. The congregation was very 

e 3 and I RAINS. one half at leaſt 
| defired 


„ HE ; 
* * 
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deſired to hear me again. But the Miniſter 
vould not let me have the pulpit any more. 
The next Sunday the Miniſter of a neigh- 
bouring pariſh lying a dying, I was ſent 
for, to officiate for him. He died a few 
days after, and the chief man in the pariſh 
offered to make intereſt, that I. might 
ſucceed him. But 1 could not conſent. 
The next Sunday I preached at Shrewſbury 
again; but in another Church. The next 
day I ſet out for Briſtol, and was much 
refreſhed among the Brethren. As I re- 
turned, I N at New-Kingswood, about 
| fixteen miles from Briſtol. (The Miniſter; 
offering me his Church) 1 preached tO; f 
numerous congregation, gathered on half ; 


| an hour's. notice. I think the ſeed, eh 
ſown will not be loſt.” - 


. bh 5 13 4 
' 8 r 


3 3 945 Another uncommon talent which, 
God had given him, ſays Mrs. F. was a 
peculiar ſenfi bility of ſpirit. He had a 
temper the moſt. feeling of any 5 ever 
knew. Hardly a night paſſed over, but 
bene part of it was ſpent in groans for the 
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fouls ox bodies: committed, to his care. 3 


dreaded his hearing, either of the ſins or 


ſufferings of any of his people, before the 


time of his going to bed, knowing how ſtrong 
the impreſſions v would be on his mind, chaſin 8 


the fleep from his eyes. 


And yet 1 have heard him ſpeak of 
a time, twelve or fourteen years ago, when 
he was greatly tempted to think, that he 
was not ſenſible enough of the afllitions _ 


of his fellow- creatures. He thought Chriſt 


bore our infirmities, and carried our ſor- 


rows: but, ſaid he, I have not that Chriſt- 


like temper : I do not bear the ſorrows of 


others.“ After being for ſome time buffeted 


with this temptation, he prayed, that a mea- 
ſure of this ſpirit might be given him. Not 


long after, as he was viſiting a poor, fick 
family, fo lively a ſenſe of their affliction, 


on a ſudden, fell upon his mind, that he 


could ſcarce get home. As ſoon as he ſat 
down in his houſe, his ſoul was penetrated 
with ſuch a fenſe of the woes of mankind, + 


as utterly depreſſed and overcame bim, and 4. 
N 1 up | his * inſomuch that he could 
| ; not 


WH. 
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not t help himſelf, nor move from one chair 
to another. And he was no more able to 
walk or help bimſelf, than a new-born 
child. At the ſame time he ſeemed to 
loſe the uſe of his memory, and of all 
his faculties. He thought; What is this? 
Is it a diſeaſe ? Is it a ſtroke of the Pally? 
Rather is it not an anſwer to my own ill- 
judged, though well intended prayer? Did 
I not aſk, a burden unſuitable to a finite, 
and capable of being borne only by an in- 
finite being? He remained ſome hours in 
this ſituation. Then it came into his mind, 
Tf chis is a purely natural event, the will 
of the Lord be done! But if it be the 
anſwer to an improper prayer, God will 
anſwer again by removing it. He cried 
to the Lord, Darn | 
to ſtrength both of en and mad. | 
f > FAR we were at Lakes in ar elt | 
1784, 1 had another proof of the tender 
ſenſibility of his heart. O how deeply. 
Vas he affected, concerning the welfare 
10 of his brethren | When any little diſputes 


re. 4 » N ; 5 5 
1 begs a by 2 aroſe ; 


aroſe between them, his inmoſt ſoul groaned 
under the burden. And by two or three 
o'clock in the morning, I was ſure to hear 
him breathing out prayer, for the peace 
and proſperity of Sion. N When J obſerved 
to him, I was aſraid it would hurt his 
health, and wiſhed him to ſleep more, he 
would anſwer, © O e the cauſe of God 
lies near my hearts. 1 
8 Toward me, FE . was ex- 
.erted in its utmoſt extent. My ſou], my 
body, my health, my caſe and comfort, 
vere bis daily ſtudy. We had no thought 
either paſt or preſent, which | we purpoſely 
concealed from each other. My ſpiritual 
ada ncement was his conſtant endeavour : 
and to this he was continually ſtirring me 
| up, inviting me to walk more cloſely with 
| God: urging that thought, O my dear, 
let us pray for dying grace; for we fhall 
not be long here. His temporal affairs 
he committed ſolely to me, though he was 
always ready to An me in the Wet 
ö 
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6; One article more remains to i 
fpoken of, namely his Communion with 
God. Although, he enjoyed this, more or 
leſs at all times and in all places, yet 1 
have frequently -heard him- oblerve, that 
the ſeaſons of his cloſeſt. Communion. 
were always in his. own houſe or in the 
Church : uſually in the latter. It is much 
to be lamented, that we have no account 
of it from his own pen. It was his conſtant 
endeavour to maintain an uninterrupted 
ſenſe of the preſence of God. In order 
to this, he was ſlow of ſpeech, and had 
the greateſt government of his words. 
Indeed he both acted, and ſpoke, and 
thought, as under the eye of God. And - 
thus ſetting God always before him, he. 
remained unmoved in all occurrences; at 
all times and on every occaſion. poſſeſſing 
inward recolle tion. Nor did I ever ſee 


bim diverted there from, on any occaſion 


whatever, eicher going out or coming in, 
whether by ourſelves or in company; Some 


eee eee, e 


ö q 6 Sound reiles-Þthart travelled with, him; 
. | "IS: 3 during 


!! 


during which neither change of company, 
place, nor the variety of circumſtances 
which naturally occur in travelling, ever 
ſeemed to make the leaſt difference in his 
firm attention to the preſence of God. 
To preſerve this uniform habit of ſoul, 
he was ſo watchful and recolleQed, that 
to ſuch as were unexperienced in theſe 
things, it might appear like infenſibility, 
Although no one could converſe in a more 
lively and ſenſible manner, even on natural 
* hings, when he ſaw it was to the glory 
pdf God: He was always ſtriving to raiſe 
his own, and every other ſpirit, to a cloſe 
: and immediate intercourſe with God. And 
; T can fay with truth, all his union with me 
was fo intermingled with! prayer and praiſe, 
- that every employment, and every meal 

| was, as it were, . therewith. 3 


16. 1 bad concieted whit r 1 to 
ah , concerning the Charafter of Mr. Fletcher, 
hen I received a long letter from Mr. 


* EY 5 Benſon; an extract of which 1 cannot 
On ena from the — For although 
WW. EY molt 


wi 


1 
moſt of the particulars hereof are con- 
tained in the preceding pages, yet as they 
are here placed in quite another order, 
and have allo. ſeveral new circumſtances 
intermixed, I could not doubt of their being 

both agreeable and profitable to i 
nen of ory: 201 4 


« As to drawing the Character of that 
great and good man, ſays Mr. Benſon, it ts 
what I will not attempt : but if I can ſug- 
gelt any thing that will %% t you therein, 
I ſhall think my little labour well beſtowed. =— 
Witch this view I have been looking over d 1 | 
many of his letters, and obſerve in them all, 1 
what I have a-thouſand times obſerved in 
his converſation and behaviour, the plaineſt 
marks of e every Chriſtian Grace and e 


> 


2 Rane wy he followed. kink Maſter N 
more cloſely in one thing than. another, it 
was in Humiley. It is one branch f 
Poverty of ſpirit (another word for Humi- 
4 9 to think meanly of ourſelves. As be 
er thought 3 of. himſelf, 8 855 


as a Chriſtian, as a Preacher, and as a 
Writer. : I-need not ſay, how he ſhone in 
all thoſe Characters ; but he knew not, that 
he ſhone in any of them. How low an 
opinion he had of himſelf as a Chriſtian, 
manifeſtly appears from his placing himſelf 
at the feet of all, and ſhewing a continual 
_ deſire, to learn from every company he 
was in. He paid all due deference to the 
judgment of others, readily acknowledged 
whatever was good in them, and ſeemed 
to think himſelf the only perſon in whom 
there dwelt no excellency worth notice. 
Hence it was, that he often wrote and 
ſpoke, as if he had not received that 
grace, which he undoubtedly had received. 
And indeed he overlooked what he had 
attained, through the eager deſire he had 
of higher and greater things. Many of his 
letters ſhew, how very meanly he thought 
of his own attainments as a Chnſtian-: 
through the continually: increaſing views 
-which he had of the Divine Purity, and of 
the high degree of conformity thereto, 


acht is attainable: even in this world. 
66 And 


| ( 9 } 
% And however little he was in his own 
ey es as a Chriſtian, he was equally ſo as a 
Mriter and a Preacher. In conſequence 
of the mean opinion he had of his own 
abilities, he gladly offered what he wiote 
to be corrected by any friend, however 
inferior to himſelf. Thus in a letter, dated 
Nov. 23, 1771, he ſays, © I have ſent a 
letter of fiſty pages upon Antinomianiſm. 
I beg, upon my bended knees, you would 
reviſe and correct it. I have followed my 
light, ſmall as it is Put yours to mine.” _ 
What a mean opinion he had of his on 
Writings, appears from a letter written 
March 20, 1774, © I do not repent of my 
having engaged in this . Controverſy: for, 
though I doubt my little publication cannot 
reclaim thoſe, who are confirmed in be- 
lieving the lie of the day, yet they may 
here-and there ſtop one from ſwallowing 
it at all, or at leaſt from ſwallowing it ſo 
deeply.” Two years after he ſays, I 
have almoſt run my race of Scribbling: 
and I have preached as much as I could, 
| * to little en but I muſt not 


— complain. 
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| complain. If one perſon has received 
good by. my ten years labour, it is an 
honour for which I cannot be too thank- 
ful, if my mind were as low as it ſhould 
de. Let us bleſs the Lord in all things.” 


8 * difficult as it is, to think meanly Af 
kd ves. it is ſtill more difficult to be 
willing that others ſhould think mean!) of 
us. And how eminent he was in this, 
appears from hence, that he was conſtantly 
upon his guard, leaſt any expreſſion ſhould 
drop either from his lips or pen, which 
- tended to make any one think well of him: 
either on account of his He or learning, 

r parts, or or uſefulneſs. Vea, he took as 
_ aue pains to conceal his excellencies, as 
15 bers do to few them: having the ſame 
dieſire to be little and unknown, which 
muy have to be known and eſteemed. 


2 lt Sl FRO et a ſecret in 
th kingdom, even to his moſt Intimate 
| friends, that he was of ſo great a family, 
Had not Mr. Ireland gone over with him 
3 to 


{ny 


| 10 Switzerland : where he was furprized 0 —— 
find Mr. Fletcher's relations ſome of the | | Fx 
firſt people in the gs „ 


* Bleſſed are they that mourn, ſaid the 
Lord Jeſus. And this bleſſedneſs- was 
as certainly his as the former. He was 
a man of a ſerious ſpirit, one that ſtood 
at the utmoſt diſtance from levity of every 
kind. Though he was conſtantly chearfal, 
as rejoicing in hope of his heavenly in- 
heritance, yet had he too deep a ſenſe of 
his own wants, and the wants of the Church 
of God, as allo of the fins and miſeries of 
mankind, to be at any time light or trifling. wo ; 
I have a letter before me (dated Dec! -_ 
1771) which at once gives us a picture of - 
his ſeriouſneſs, watchfulne® and. pwr 8 3 1 
neſs; and contains advices well deſerving” 2 _— 
the conſideration of all that fear God — 
There is undoubtedly, ſaid he; ſuch a 
thing as the full 'aſſurance'of faith. Be not 9 
diſcouraged on account of thouſands, bo 
ſtop ſhort of it: it is our own fault, if we do 
\ we attain ION would give us ample ſatis- 
1 faction Ny 
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Aflion if we did but deeply feel dur wants, 
Both you and I want a deeper awakening, 
WM which will produce. a death to outward 
things and ſpeculative knowledge. Let 
us ſhut our eyes to the gilded: clouds 
Without us: : let us draw inward, and ſearch” 
| after God, if haply we may find him. Let 
us hold our confidence, though we are often 
conſtrained againſt hope to believe in hope. 
But let us not reſt in our confidence, as 
thouſands do: let it help; us to ſtruggle 
and wait, till he come. Let us habituate 
ourſelves to live inwardly... This will ſo- 
lemnize us, and prevent gur trifling with 
the things of God. We may be — ful 
Hog what we. have, without reſting 1 
We may ſtrive, 


8 55 and yet not truſt in 
* hh | our aus: but Oe "Oar Sram divine 


OS. "3 IP! 5111 , 
* e ee years leihe Gr « F 
end zan ed enquire. after your welfare, and 
7 to et you know, that though I am pretty 
we ein vac y, yet + break faſt. But I wank > 1 
1 5 break ; faſter. in my ſpirit than 1 : dos; 


— 
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Ye bleſſed be God! 1 FINER been in luck 
pinching grinding circumſtances, for near 
a year, by a ſeries of providential and 
deadly blows. I am not without hope of 
ſetting my eyes on you once more. Mr. 
Weſley kindly invites me 10 travel with him, 
and viſit ſome of the Societies. I feel an 
inclination to break one of my e 
Parockial retirement, which may be à nelt 
for ſelf.indulgence. wh leave. the matter 3 
| i Pd N e Wr 0 
* 10 * 2 n n 
Mean time * e not v only: for” | 
himfelf and his friends, but alſo for dhe ; 
Church of God. | # The few profeſſors, 
ſays he, Which I ſee in theſe paris, are {6- 
fart from what I wiſh: them to He, that?! 
cannot but ry out, Bord! how long wilt 
ion give thy heritage upi to deſblation ? 
How long ſhall the Heathen: ſay, "Whereis. 
rum their (indwelling): Cot?" In- another: 
letter he Wen i 89 17760 15 8 
| ſes ine * in cheſe Pale chat: I am 


52 8 almoſt 


 (iigpi) | 
almoſt diſheartened.' 1 ain cloſely followed. 
with the thought, that Faith in the diſ- 
penſation of the Spirit is at a very lo w- 
ebb. But it may be better in other places, 

| I hall be glad to travel a little, to ſee 
the goodneſs of the land. May God make 


and keep us OY eee 
ese, „ D835 


«7 * | . 
$7 6 8 1 A * Fier 
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40 « Theſs 3 give us not only an 
example of holy mourning, but likewiſe 
of hungering and thirſting after || righteouſ- 
neſs. In this he was peculiarly worthy 
our imitation.” He never reſted in am 
thing he had either experienced or donc in 
ſpiritual matters. But inis one thing he did : 
forgetting thoſe things that were behind, and 
reaching forth; unto thaſe things which; were 


before, he preſſed towatd the mars for : the 


prize of the high calling of God in Chr: iſt 
Jeſus: he. was a true Chtiſtian Racer, 


always on the ſtretch for higher and ee 

things. Though his adttainments, both i 
| EE and nnn were Abbe | 
12 3 __: common 


8 - 


* adn ane 3 en. 
Mot as though I had already attained, either 


were ee ann but I you e 
| which I am ee of N Chriſt Jeſus. 
He had his eye upon a full conformity to 


the: Son of God; or what. the Apoſtle 


terms, The meaſure. of the: Nature of the 


1 of Chriſt. Nor could he be ſatisfied; 


won wy thing leſs. 
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Ki * And he was mrel, like Ui Halter} as 


well. as lowly in heart. Not that he was 
9 ſo by nature, but of 2 fiery, {paſſionate 
ſpirit. But ſo, were had grace ſub- 
| due; nature, ſo fully was he renewed: 
in the ſpirit. of bis mind, that. for. oy 
years before his death, I. believe he was 

1? ere obſerved by any one, friend or fee, 
to he Out of temper. And vet he did 
mor want provocation, and that ſometimes 
in a high degree: eſpecially from thoſe 
_ _ . Whoſe religious ſentiments. he thought,it 
"ws. 7 ; R = | his 
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„„ 
a POM to -oppoſe. One of thefe Wh O 
. once loved him fo well, as to be ready 
to pull out his eyes for him, was ſo cxal- 
perated on reading his ſecond Check, 
- that he wrote to him in the moſt bitter 
terms. But none of theſe things moved 
him: no not in the leaſt degree. The 
2 pc og he ufed upon the occaſion 
What a world, what A _—_ 
world we err ö K 3 00 5 
ii in as aner 
8 Hence aroſe his readineſs to hw with 
Ahe weakneſſes, and forgive the faults of 
others: the more remarkable, conſidering 
his flaming zeal againſt ſm, and deep 
- coneern; for- the glory of God. Suh 
Hatred: to ſin, and ſuch love to'the Linzer, ! 
never ſaw joined together 'before, © "This 
very cireumſtance convinced me of the 
height of his grace; bearing ſo mach of 
his Maſter's image, whole hatred to fin 
and love 10 finners are equally infinite. 
He took all poſſible pains to detekt what 
. Was * W | thoſe chat were under 
bf o A bis 
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his care.; purſuing ite thrqugh all wh curl 
| ings and windings, | and ſtripping it of all 
its diſguiſes. Vet none ſo ready to excuſe, 
when it was conſeſt, and to conceal it, 
even from his moſt intimate kriends. 
1 Bu 100 #6: at bara; 
2% He. never mentioned the faults * an 
N perſon, unleſs abſolute duty re- 
quired it. And then he ſpoke with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, extenuating, rather than 
aggravating. .: None could, draw. his pic 
ture more exactly chan. St. Paul has done, 
in the thirteenth of the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. Every ſeature in that maſterly, 
piece of Apoſtolic. painting was found in 
him. Let all mat knew. him, eſpecially: 
his intimate friends, recollett the, ſpirit-and: 
behaviour of this Servant of the God of. 
Love; and then let them judge whether 
1, exaggerate when I ſay, He . ſuffered. 
long and was kind: he envied not: acted: not, 
raſhiy was not; puſfed up: did not behaue 
humelf- unſeenly ;- ſought mot his own, Was not. 
* 0 provoked. . He Hough no evil, rejoiced. 
R 3 | NR 
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65 in iniguity. but rejoiceck in the” truth, 
He covered all things,” believed all thi ngs, 
hoped all things, and endured all things. It 
would be ealy to enlarge on all theſe 
particulars, and ew how they were ex- 
emplified in him. But waving this, I 
would only obſerve, that” with. regard to 
two of them, kindneſs to others, and not 
feeking his own, he had ſew equals. His 
kindneſs to others was ſuch, that he be- 
ſtowed his all upon them: his time, his 
talents, his ſubſtance. His knowledge, his 
eloquence, his health, his money, were 
employed day by day for the good of 
mankind. He prayed, he wrote, he preached, 
he viſited the fick and welt, he eonverſed, 
be gave, he laboured, he ſuffered, winter 
and ſummer, night and day: he endangered, 
nay, deſtroyed his health, and in the end 
gave his life alſo for the profit of bis 
neighbours, that they might be ſaved from 
everlaſting death. He denied himſelf even 
fuch food as was neceſſary for bim, that 
he might have to give to them that had 
| none. 


( 199 ) 


none. And when he was conſtrained to 


change his manner'of living, ſtill his diet 


was plain and fimple. And ſo were bis 
cloathing and furniture, that he. might 


fave. all that was PRONE for. his e 


i eee Ip Ne 


. «He hin NO 5 own in n any ſenſe, not 
his on honour, but the honour of God 
in all he ſaid or did: he ſought not his 
own intereſt, but the intereſt of his Lord, 
ſpreading knowledge, holineſs and happi- 
" neſs as far as he poſſihly could. He fought 
not his on. pleaſure, but ſtudied to-pleaſe 
all men, for their good, to edification : and 
to pleaſe Him that had called bim 40 his 
kingdom and glory. And yet it is certain, 


he found the greateſt pleaſure, in pleafing 


God and his neighbour. For nothing 
could give an higher delight than this, to 
11 r and benevalent mind. 


19 PR * mean time FR: was a man of peace, 
Fs pared no Peins, to reſtore i it where. 
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it was broken. He gave numb erleſs proofs 
of this amiable, diſpoſition. When we 
vere at: Trevecka (to mention but one 
inſtance) two of the Students were bitterly. 
prejudiced againſt. each other. He took 
them into a room by themſelves, | reaſoned 
with them, wept: over them, and at laſt 
prevailed. Their hearts were broken; they 
were melted down: they fell dn, each 
en and wept aloud I 
510 1 2 to Rana at 1d re 2 1 
15 Ty The palbs which he took to make peace 
at "the Leeds Conference; will; ndt eaſily 
be forgotten. And although he could not 
prevail ſo far as might have been ee 
. e inmimt rig 4 
£5 7 „ee * N ard = 
naff But kilo. not otattenipthisl Fall Character. 
I: will only add, What the Apoſtle re- 
commends to the Philippians, was exactly 
copied by him. He was blameleſs and 
harmleſs. a Son of God, without rebuke, in 
the midſt. of a crooked and perverſe genden ; 
| ons among. chem as a light in the. world.” 


37. 1 think. 


8 « 
* 2 


either of Art or Affectation. 
and genuine, and ſweetly conſtrained him 
to behave to every one, (although parti- 


of Humility, Love and ReſpeR. 
directed his words, the tone of his voice, 


motion. 
St. Paul, in thaſe words, Oz Avnet. Not 
ſo well expreſſed in our tranſlation by. 
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; i 1 think one talent mich God had 
endued Mr. Fletcher, has not been ſuffi- 
ciently noted yet. 
in which there was not the leaſt touch 
It was pure 


cularly to inferiors) in a manner not to be 
deſeribed: with ſo inexpreſſible a mixture 


60 


his looks, his whole attitude, his every 
This ſeems to be intended by 


vehnvrrh nat 16%, un ſtom ly. Do not the 


words liserally mean, Is not ill. brad 9 Be- 


* 


haves on al occaßons with decency and 
. good-brecding ? Certainly ſo did Mir. 
© Fletcher. ' Never did any man more per- 


ſectly ſuit his whole behaviqur to the 
perſons and the 6ecafion. So that one 


might apply to him with great er 
. words of the ancient * FE 


I mean, his Courteſy ; 
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This 
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euntion of thoſe words, Thow ſhalt wall with 


e e ee 


man quicquid mY quoquo At .. 
{ Compdint furtim 1 e - Decor. 


IJ cannot -tradiſlats: this: ; hat I can give. the 
Engliſh Reader a nn and _— * a 
parallel. 1. 152 1841 i 


LY F . 5 i 


" Grace was in all his ſteps, Hs in his eye, 
Ia all his geſtures, SanQity, and Love. 
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diielluni aro ai bas! s s 

YOME time before he vas taken in, (ays 
Mrs. Fletoher) he mentioned to me 
a peculiar manifeſtation: of love, which he 
received in his on houſe, with the appli- 


ne in wfite. He added; It is not alittle thing, 
ſo to hang upon God by faith as to feel 
no departure from him, and no riſing in the. 


* often. 
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Kale „ Rich waſts, as 5 were of che 
heavenly. air! ſo powerful as if they would 
juſt then take my ſoul with them to glory. 
But I am not filled. I want to be filled with | 

all the fulneſs of God. In conformity to 
theſe ſentiments, when be was in his laſt 
illneſs, he expreſſed himſelf thus, « I am 
filled, moſt ſweetly filled.” This conveyed 
much to my mind, as I underſtood by it 
the e of his nn dalle. ve 


| ; x3 *2 


8 | Sethe time beſbrg, the? 8 of. 
bis laſt ſickneſs, he was peculiarly pene- 
trated with the nearneſs of eternity. There , 
was ſcarce an hour in which he was not 
calling upon us, to drop every thought ., 
and every care, that ve might attend to 
nothing, but the drinking deeper into God. 
We ſpent much time in wreſtling with 
God; and were led in a peculiar manner, 
to abandon our whole ſelves, our ſouls and 
| dodies' 060 the bands of God; . to 


N . 
5 9 K 
5 * 


G9 
66; and willing to ſuffer whatever was well 
pleaſing to Thi. £ 


os 5 4 80 the time drew near, when 
his Faith was to be called to its laſt grand 


exerciſe: that, ey ing his Lord, he might 
1 es. ++ 4 , ns * FI ave; 4 1 


True in the fiery trial prove, 
And pay him back his yy love. 


* me bn Boing on: "VE 1 in 


prayer for light whether he * ſhould: go to 


| London or not? The anſwer to him ſeemed 
to be, © Not to London, but to thy Grave: 


When he acquainted me with this, he ſaid, 
with a heavenly ſmile, © Satan would re- 
preſent it to me as ſomething dreadful, i 
enforcing thoſe words, The cold: grave! the 
cold grave ! * On the Sunday following 1 
think 1 it was the next day) that anthem was 


* 1 verily believe. if he kad then gone to 
Lindon, he wand have been alive at this i 57 


1 


8 


— 
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fil in the Church, The Lord is my ſheps 
herd : therefore can I lack nothing. He ſhall . 


feed me in green paſtures, and lead me forth = * 
beſide the waters of comfort. He ſhall convert 


my ſoul, and bring me Jo in the paths of 
righteouſneſs for his name's ſake. Yea, though 
7 walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death I ſhall fear no evil: for thou art with 
me: thy rod and thy flaff all comfort me. 


Thou ſhalt prepare a table before me, againſt : 


them that trouble me. Thou haſt anointed my 
Aw" with 97 855 and be. cup hall be JR P | 


1 


« In his on home, he Dr 1 


L4 * 
1 : + 


uncommon a degree thoſe words had 
been bleſt to his ſoul. And from that 
very time, I do not remember to have ſeen © 
in him the leaſt marks of temptation. He 
ſhewed an unuſual chearfulneſs and live- 
Hneſs in every part of his work; and 

ſeemed to increaſe in ſtrength of body, as 
well as in ſtrength of ſoul. Truly it 


Vas to him according to his faith. Ile 


N vr evil. And Jas 'cup was filled 
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K « $I Thurſlay, Auguſt = 2. was. em- 


ployed in the work of God from three 
in the aſternoon till nine at night. When 
he came home, he ſaid, © I have taken 
cold; but ſeemed not to regard it. He 
was far from well on Friday and. Satur- 


day; but was uncommonly drawn out in 
prayer. On Saturday night he was abun- 


dantly. wore, and his ſever appeared very 
| firong. I begged that he would by no 
means think of going to,.Church ,in the 


morning. But he told me, It was the 


„ will of the Lord: in which caſe I never 
.__ daredto. perſuade. | In reading prayers he 


very near fainting away. I got through 


_ the crowd, and intreated him, to, come , git 
of the deſk. - But he. let me and,; others 
know, in his ſweet manner, That, we were 
not to interrupt the order of God: I then 


retired to my pew, where, all around 


5 
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0 tea. by Which he appeared 8 
| Beet lune refreſhed, he went on: and 5 
| thenpreached, with a ſtrength and -recol 


lection, tliat g us zal zie 408 


8 
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Aſter A bs walked. up to the 


| munion-table, uttering theſe words, 
1 am going to throw myſelf under the 
wings of the Cherubim, before the Mercy 


feat?! Thel ſervice laſted till near two. 
Sometimes he vas conſtrained to ſtop; 


being hardly able to ſtand upon his feet 


Phe people! were deeply affected; Which 
they werd not able to conceal : groans and 
3 vreping were on every fide.” Gracious 

Lord How, it my foul was kept ſo 


calm in the midſt of the moſt {tender 
feelings. Notwithſtanding his! extreme 


_ .whakrieB, heoghverroubrieyerals veries tdf = 
hy mins, and lively: ſentences of exhortation, 
As ſoon as) ever the: ſeryices wa roves, 2 


- A < 
* : * 1 


Ve qhurried him to bed. Whenzhe lag 


7 down, nature being quite exhauſled „ 
innnec A fainted away. Hellaſterwards 
= 9977 B 8 VV 8 : X 4 
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2 into a fleep for ſome time, and on 
" bing, cried out with a pleaſant ſmile, 


Now, my dear, thou ſeeſt I am no-worſe 


for doing the Lord's work. He never 
fails me when I truſt in Him.“ Having 


eat a little dinner, he dozed moſt of the 


evening: now and then waking, with the 


praiſes of God in his mouth: At night 


his fever returned: but it was not violent; 


and yet his ſtrength decreaſed amazingly. : 
On Manday and Tueſday we had a little 
paradiſe together. He lay on a couch in 
the ſtudy: and though often changing poſ- 
ture, was ſweetly pleaſant, and frequently 
a 2 * while together. When be 
hake, he delighted in bearing me 
u Hymns, and treatiſes on faith and 
| 3 £ e e all animating, and 
is e beyond re When be 


Genel ts enjoy the croſs: wt to a 
word, hich he was uſed often to repeat, 
We are to ſeek a perfe@ conformity 


dive 
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FOR us wee or pain, as it it ſeemeth Him 
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a l nd hin w peter hs had any 
ied, to leave me, il he ſhould, be taken 
from me?,, He replied, have nothing 
particular to yt the Lord ville open all 
before thee.” I ſaid, Have yqu any con- 
Fittion, that God. is about to take you? 
He - ſaid; © No: not in particular. Only 
J always fee Death fo inexpreſſibly near, | 
that we. bath ſeem to ſtand on the verge 
of: Eternity.” While he ſlept a little, 1 
beſought the Lord, if it was bis good 
pleaſure, to ſpare him to mè a little longer: 
But my prayer ſeemed to have no wings: 
and 1 could not help mingling continually” 

© therewith, Lord, give me perfect reſig⸗ 
nation l. This uncertainty: made me trem- Tus 
ble, leſt Gad was going to put into n 
hands ther bitter cup with which he tately 
threatened. my huſband. Some weeks before, 


N 


* e was ilk of a fever, and not without 


My huſband then- felt! the: whole 2 | 
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parting ſcene, and krugsled for Perfekt 
reſignation. He ſaid, O Polly, ſhall 1 
ever ſee the day, when chou muſt be carried 
out to bury! How will the little things 
which thy tender care: has prepared for 
me, in every part of the houſe; wound 
and diftreſs me? How is it? 1 think I feel 
_ jealouſy! I am jealous of the worms! 1 
ſeem to ſhrink at the thought of giving my 
dear Polly to the worms.” '' 


* 


e Now all theſe idee Saud 
upon my heart, with the weight of a mill- 
fone. I cried to the Lord, and theſe words 
were deeply impreſſed on. my ſpirit, Where 
J am, there ſhall 'm Y ſervants be, that they 
may - behold my * This promiſe was 
full of comfort to my foul. I faw that in 
"Chriſt's immediate preſence was our home, 
and that we ſhould have our re- union, in 
being deeply centered in him. I received 
it as a freſh marriage for eternity: as ſuch 
I truſt for ever to hold it. All that day, 


| 5 / Whenever I thought of the expreſſion, to 
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behold: my glory, i it ſeemed. to. vie — 5 
every tear, and was as the ring whereby) we 
were joined anew. | | 
ee — 18 be bald 
i + Poly, I have been thinking it was 1/rael's.. 
fault that they aſked for % uns. We wilt 
not do ſo; but abandoning our whole ſelves 
to the will of God, will lie patiently before 
Him; effured that He will do all TO 
well. # 


: ir} 8 M goal TY faid T. i ever + 1 hav 5 
done or ſaid any thing to grieve thee, how FE. 
will the remembrance wound my heart, 


il thou ſhouldſt be taken from me? He 


intreated me with inexpreſſible tenderneſs, 

not to allow the thought, declaring, his 

8 thankfulneſs for our union, in a variety of 

Vords written on my heart, as with the 
| 41 "RN pen of Ter wy 1 
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LA other ſuters God. 1 0 att de 
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4297 wats On Wedneſday,” after groaning all 
day 40 
of God, he told me, he bad received ſuch 
a manifeſtation of the full g of 
thoſe words, Gad is love, a8 be cguld i never 

be able to, expreſs. It fils my heart, faid 

; he, every moment. T's) Poly, my; dear 
Holly, God is love! Show! ſhout aloud ! 
I. Want agult of. praiſe to 80 torte ends of 

N the, carth ! - Hut it, ens; as, if. Leguld not 

2 ſpeak 1 much longer. Let us fix on a ſign 
between ourlelves. Now, ſaid he, (tapping 
: | me twice. with his finger) I, mean, God is 
5 love. . Fo, And we. will draw each ther. into 


g, under the weight of the power 


God. Obſerve !, 1 this e will (ons 
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= Sully coming in, "fab Elias Gs « 0 


Sh, God. is, love! 1 Shout both of you! 
N want t to hear vou ſhout, bis praiſe!” All wy 


time the medical, Friend, who attended | 


. him diligently, hoped he was in no danger: 


as he had no head- ach, but much ſleep 


5 without the leaſt es and an N 
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Hates pulſe, So was the diſeafe, ne 
commiſſioned to take his life, reſtrained By 


the power 15 God. 


+ On Thurfay his ſpeech began to 
fail. While he was able, he ſpoke to all 
that came in his way. Hearing that a 

ſtranger was in the houſe, he ordered her 


to be called up. But the uttering only 


tyo ſentences made him ready to faint; 
way. And while he had any power 
ſpeech; be would not be fſilent 10 h 


| friendly. Doctor. „0 Sir, Rid he, you : 
; take much thought for my body: permib 45 
mie 10 tale thought for your ſoal i” When 


J could fcarce underſtand . any thing be 
- faid, I ſpoke theſe words, God is love. 
Inſtantly, as if all his powers were awa- 


voice again failed. All this time he was. 


| kened; he broke out in a rapture, * God. 
n Love! Love! Love O for that guſt.of 40 
| praiſe! I want ta ſound !“ Here a ? 
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in much pain, and ſuffered many ways: 5 
385 808 vill with ſuch unntterable W . 
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as none ut thoſe mat vere 588005 can 
conceive. If I did but name his ſuf. 


ferings, he would ſmile and make the 


. 
. Friday, obfervidg! his body 
1 with ſpots, I felt a ſword pierce 


through my ſoul. As 1 was kneeling by 


his ſide; with my hand in his, intreating 


e Lordy 10 be-with.us in dis tremen. 


dous hour ; he ſtrove to ſay many things, 


but could not -articulate the words. All 


be could do was to preſs my hand, and 


frequently repeat the ffn. Atwdaſb he 
breathed out, i Head of the. Church, be 


bag te my wiſe r i 11 35161 Bld 1 
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8 When 1 Was . to leave him for a 


: 5 5 : b "ay maments; Sally. ſaid to him My 
8 5 | dear Maſter, do you know me? He 
© _-- replied; Sed will! pat his figkt-hand 


under you.” She added, O my dear 
Maſter, would you be taken away, what 
a diſconſolate creature will. * deat | 


8 © 85 _ Millvels. 
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Miſtreſs be! nn A God: will by: 0 
her all in alld“ His Hier e ori aa 


manuogor fi: Hoo bits 1 ins 0 5 41 
He Mirays: wy a . pleaſure” in 
| Na Ne or r leaving thole "EE! 1 «ln 21 


Jeſu- 8 N Aetna i xx 5 dies, 


2 01 
Mercy, free, boundleſs mercy! « cries. 


Whenever 1 repeated them to him, bs 
WO. would © anſwer, * Boundlèſs! boundleſs! K 
boundleſs!” He now N though not 


without much dee we 5 * 5 
Mute, MOV) bins: %% n ee 


. Meret my power: IL ſoon ſhall: prove, _ 
> * ene wiſh an ee love. 2%, | 
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1. On Sawrday | in ihe aſternoon, his 


| 255 ſeemed quite off and a few. e 2 


ſtanding near his bed, he reached his hand 


to.cach : and oking,. on a Miniſter faid, Rl 
Are you ready to aſſiſt to-morrow 25 His 


recolleQion 9 us, as the day of the 


411 


W. cek. had Pot 4 been named in the rn 
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and one of them ſaid to hich H ien 
think the Lord will raiſe you up? He 

ſtrove to anſwer and could juſt pronounce, 
Reaiſe mie up in the reſurr. Meaning 
. In the reſurretlion. To another who aſked 
the ſame queſtion, he laid, + I leave it all | 
to God.” | hp e 


. the evening FO FI came 
been, and with greater violence than 
ever. The mucus then falling on his 
throat, almoſt ſtrangled him. It was ſup- 
poſed, the ſame painful ſymptom would 
grow more and more violent to the laſt. 
As I felt this exquiſitely, I eried to the 
3 .ord to remove it. And, fory. be to his 
fame, he did 3 From that tim ime it returned 
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OY night” dre, 'on, 1 Perc 
3 very faſt. His deter ale we of 
make the fign, which he ſcarce ever for- 
Fi 5 aud his ſpeech ſeemed” quite gone, 
. 4 k 1 2 id; My dear erkstufe, alt not for | 

"> Sa 1 . i m; | 


S 
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RE 
myſelf: 1 know thy foul: but for the ſake 
of others, If Jeſus is very preſent with 
thee, lift up thy right-hand. Immediately 
he did. If the proſpett of glory ſweetly 
opens before thee, repeat the ſign. He 
inſtantly raiſed it again, and in half a 
minute, a ſecond time. He then threw it 
up, as if he would reach the top ofthe bed. 

After this, his hands moved no more. But 
on my ſaying, Art thou in pain? He an- 
Twered, © No.* From this time he lay in 
A kind of lep, though with his eyes open 

and fixt. For the moſt part he fat upright, 
againſt Pillows, with his bead a. little in⸗ 
clining to one ſide. And ſo remarkably 
compoſed, yea triumphant was his coun- 
|  4enance, that the leaſt trace ol death was 
5 ſcarce. diſcernible in i. | Thehty-four 

Hours he. was in this. Gituation, breathin 
| like a perſon in common fleep. About 
| thirty-five minutes paſt, ten. on Sunday | 
night, Aug. 14, his precious ſoul entered 35 
- into the 3 Joy. of, bis Lord, without * one £0 
= frog or groan, in the iy On] year "of a : 
_ Sisa | 


Aa 


2 


21 


fair *. of his, Bro excellencies 
will be for ever. draw. , When 1 call to 
mind his ardent zeal, his laborious, endea- 
yours to ſeek and fave the loſt, his diligence 
in the employment of his time, his Chriſt- 
like condeſcenſion toward me, and bis un- 
interrupted converſe with heaven: 1 may 
well be allowed to add, my loſs is beyond 
X the Power of words to Paint. 1 have often 
gone through deep waters; but all my 
| affligtions were nothing to this, Well: I 
want. no pleafant proſpefl but, . ; 
or any thing whereon | to fix. .my hope, | 
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. 55 rom the time 45 "Rave. had he 
happineſs and. honour of being with him, 
_ every day more and more convinced me, 
; be. was the Chriſtian. * lau, A loved in 
0 him, the i image of my Sa aviour, and thought 
| myſelf the happieſt 0 women, In the 
polieſiion of the molt ſympathizing and | 
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heavenly friend,” My Wis bears a Aus 
proportion. But it is alleviated by chat 
thought, Vniled in God we cannot be divided. 
No : ; we are of ohe houſhold ſtill: we are 
jpinet ri Him as our center; of * whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named: 
It is faid of New Teſtament believers, 
they are come to the ſpirits. of juſt nen made 
perfect: to the glorious privilege of com- 
munion with the Church triumphant. But 
| this:is; far more apparent to the eyes of 
_ celeftial ſpirits, than to ours, which are yet 
veiled with fleſb and blood. Vet as rhert 
z jay in beaten over one ſinner that rea 
penteth, and as the prayets of Saints ſtilb 
on Earth are repreſented by incenſe in the 
bands of the Elders, I can only wonfiden 
departed ſpirits, and miniſtering angels, as 
7 one innumerable company, continually far- 
rounding us. And are they not as nearly 
united to their fellow- ſoldiers now, as when 
they were in the. botly 2 What ſhoue 
hinder? Gratitude and affeQtion are hati ve! 
. ol beaven, and live for ever there. For»... 3 
Fe „„ an * 
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geiſulneſs is a property of mortality, and 
drops off with the body. Therefore they 
that loved us in the Lord, will ſurely love 
us for ever: can any ching material in- 


Nay, 
Walls within walls no more ai peng & bar 
Phan eee us of Ap air. 


8 « On het ds his remains were de- 


the tears and lamentations of thouſands. 
The Service was performed by the Rey. 
Mr. Hatton, Rector of Waters-Upton, whom 


to the weeping flock. In the concluſion, 
a neared vegans | he read the oY . 
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 terrupt the light or PEO. of a 0 ? 


* in Madeley Church- yard, amidſt 


God enabled to ſpeak in a pathetic manner 
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11 | Permit me then; by the mouth of a 


3 to bear an open teſtimony, to the 
glory of Go 


to declare, that 1 never knew any one walk 
ſo cloſely in the ways of God as he did. 


The Lord gave him a conſcience tender as 


the apple of an eye. And he literally 
ane the inet of Every ane to his 
h 11 2 


: + q hy Was rigidly zul. and 1perfeftly looſs = 


from attachment to the world. He ſhared 


is all with the poor, who lay ſo cloſe to 

his heart, that at the approach of death, 
when he could not ſpeak without difficulty, „ 
5 5 he cried owt © O my poor ! What will 
* bevomie of my poor? He was bleſt with _ 


ſo great a degree of Humility, as is ſcarce 


tio be found. I am witneſs how often he 
has rejoiced, in being treated with content. 


Indeed it ſeemed the very food of his _ 
to whe little and unknown. e 


ap i its it. 18111 x5 


t that I. who have known him 
in the moſt perfect manner, am conſtrained 
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* * „His Zea for ſouls I need not or if jb 
Let the labours of twenty-five years, and 

a martyr" s death in the conclufion, imprint 

it on your hearts. His diligent- viſiting of 
the ſick occaſioned the fever, which by 
God's commiſſion tore him from you and 
me. And his vehement deſire to take 
bis laſt leave of you with dying lips and 
| hands, gave (it is ſuppoſed) the finiſhing 
ſtroke, by preparing his blood for putre- 
FaQtion. Thus has he lived and died your 
Servant. And wilt any of you refuſe to 
meet him at God? 8 -und in Nen "OP ? 


n He . walked wich death 8 in ght. 
1 an two months ago, he came to me and 
ſaic, My dear Love, 1 know not how it 
is, but I have a ſtrange impreſſion, death 
is near us, as if it were to be ſome ſudden 
ſtroke upon one of us. And it draws out all 
my ſoul in prayer, that we may be ready. 

He then broke out, Lord, prepare the 
8 thou wilt call! And O! ſtand by the 
poor diſconſolate one that ſhall be left 


© behind! „„ 
c : «A few 


15 x" hh F 5 0 
® © is e days before his departure ks. 
Vas · filled with Love in an uncommon man- 
ner; | The ſame he teſtified as long as he 
 had'a voice; and continued to the end, by 
à moſt lambilike Patience, in which he 
mmiled over death, and ſet his laſt ſeal to 
the _— truths he had ſo _ preached 
mien 5 lO. beg 


ge Three years, nine inthe 8 two 
| days, I have poſſeſſed my heavenly-minded | 
huſband: But now the ſun of my earthly 
Joys is ſet for ever, and my. ſoul filled 
with an anguiſh, which only finds its con- 
ſolation, in a total refignation to the wilt 2 
of God. When I was aſking the Lord _ 3 
if he pleaſed to- ſpare him to me a little 4 
longer, the following promiſe was impreſt 
on my mind, Where J am, there ſhall my "+l 
ſervants be, that they may behold "my t . I 
Lord, e eee e 2 ©: 5 


| 18. hrs i ts little FEW | of 4 ny 
farther Charatter of this man of God, te 
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the forggoing account, given by... one ho 
wrote.out of the fulneſs of her heart. 1 
would only obſerve, That for Ro years 
I deſpaired of findin (ANY inhabitant of 
Great Brilain, that could tang in any 
degree of compariſon with Gregory Lopez, 
dr Monſieur de Renty. But let any im- 
partial perſon judge, if Mr. Fletcher was at 
all inferior to them? Did he not 22 
na deep communion, with God, and as high 
a mesſure of, ward Holineſs, AS, Wag e 
perienced by either one o the ather of 
thoſe hurning and ſhining lights! And it 

is certain, Ibis outward light ſhone before 
men, With full as bright a, luſtre as theirs, 


But if any would. draw à parallel between 


thers, there are two. circumitances, which 
ſhould; be well obſerved. . One is, we are 
not aſſured that the Writers of their lives 
5 did not exten ate, af not fuppacfs their 
faults. And ſome faults we are aſſured 
there were, namely, ſome touches of Super- 


: laden. et e as the e 5 
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Mary i in id But I have not ſup- 


preſſed, or even extenuated any thing in 


Mr. Fletcher's Life. Indeed I know. nothing 


1 that needed to be extenuated, much leſs 
to: be ſuppreſſed. A ſecond circumſtance 


is, That the Writers of their lives; o 
not have ſo full a knowledge of them, as 


I, and much more Mrs, Fletcher had; 


being eye and ear-witneſſes of his whole 
Conduct. Confequently we Ancm that his 


Life was not ſullied with any taint of 
Idolatry or Superſtition. I was intimately 


acquainted with him. for thirty years. L 


converſed with him morning, noon and 


night, without the leaſt veſerve, during a 
journey of many hundred miles. 


improper word, or ſaw him do an improper 


action. To conclude. Within fourſeore 


years, I have known many excellent men, 


F holy in heart and life. But one equal to 


him I have not known; one ſo uniformly 


And in 
all that time, I never heard him ſpeak an 


and deeply devoted to God. So unblame- 
| able a man in N reſpett, 1 bave not : 
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ſible we may be fuch as 1 


WE: Let us then endeavour to 
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Here lies the Body of 
The Rev. JoHN WILLIAM de la F LECHER 
Vicar of Madeley, 
Who was born at Mon, in Swilzerland, 

September the 12th, 1729, 

nd finiſhed his courſe Auguſt the 14th, 178 
In this Village, 
Where his unexampled Labours 
ill never be forgotten. 


He exerciſed his Miniſtry for the 
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Twenty-five Years 
In'this Pariſh, ._ 

With uncommon Zeal and Ability. 

ut though many believed his report, 
ve he might with juſtice have adopted. 

The Lamentation of the Prophet, 
It the Day long have I ſtretched out my Hands 
Vato a diſobedient and gainſaying People * 


Vet ſurely my Judgment is with the 
And my Work with my God. 
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